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RESOLUTION 


OF THE - 


|| Laſes of Lonſcience; 


Which concern the Uſe of 


FORMS of PRAYER, 


N E of the main Points which out Diſſenting Bre- 
thren inſiſt on to juſtifie their Separation from our 
Church, 1s, That .our Publick Worſhip is per- 
form'd in aForm'of Words of Mars Invention ; 

pq | which, they conceive; is porch for hereby, 

is .- fay ſome of them, the Holy Spirit, who in Pres our Prayer, is . 

: yl Eoated and li hired, and hereb y the Gift of Prayer, {ay others, 


ed aſeleſs and not: _ ſd, wy VAL the Devotkan of the 
b- ; ons £00.are Ln ly Aeaden'd, _by Br Fay 


—_—_—  cC-© - * 


* ; Fe Wallace: be al which, ſay _— - We. have . no Wat 
I = t for the Uſe « z Rs, either it Sctiprare, or pare Anti- 
5” A 2 quiry 3 
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quity; and if we had, yet an oniverſal.impoſition of them, can 
- by-no-means. be. lawfully .complid-with :.. this, according tothe 
beſt RecolleCtion I can make. is the ſum of what our Brethren 
urge againſt the lawfulneſs "of joyning with us in a ſfated Litur- 
gy, or Form of Publick. Worſhip. and therefore, in order to 
the ſatisfying their Conſciences in this matter, I ſhallreduce their 
whole Plea to theſe following Caſes, -and indeavour a plain and 


clear reſolution FT | 


I: trettet Praying 1 in 4 "Form bp Wore, oth 0t ftint or limit 
the Spirit of Prayer? . .. 

2. Whether the Uſe of Publick, Forms of Prayer, be not a ſl ful 
veglect of the Miniſterial Gift of Prayer ? 

-'g» Whether the conſtant Uſe of the ſame Form of Prayer, oth 

"..- rot very much deaden the Devotion of. Prayer ? 

4. Whether the common wants of Chriſtian Congregations may not 
" better repreſented | in Concerv'd Prayer, Far in a Form of 
Prayer ? 

5. Whether. there be any. warrant Fa Forms of Prayer, either in 
Scripture, or pure Antiquity ?- 

6. Whether, ſuppoſing Forms to be Lenfal: the impoſe rion ; of them. 
Can ve La har _ d with ? 


Caſe In 


; 2 whether Praying in a Form of Wards, doth not ſtint and limit the 
- Spirit of Prayer. 


Inorder to the reſolution of this Caſe, it will be neceſſary to 
explain, firſt, what-it is that the Scripture attributes to the Spt- 
Tit iN Prayer 2. and ſecondly, . what 1s meant by ſtnting « or: limi- 
ting;the Spirit. in Prayer. 7 
1. What. is it that the Scripture, attributes to the Spirit i in 
Prayer ? I anſwer, There are ſome things attributed to him 
which wereextraordinary, and temporary; and others that are 
ordinary, -fixt, and ſtanding: The throygh ſtate: and diſtin- 
gviſhing. of which, will very much contribute to the reſalution 
of this. preſent Caſe, and therefore. I ſhall inſiſt more largely. 
ypon It... 
Firſt, 1 ſay, there are ſome things attributed to the Holy Spi- 
| '- Tit: 


The 'Uſp of: ibnis of Briger Ny 

Tit. in this matter of Prayer, which were extraordinary and tem- 

-, porary4.& that, was the: immediate Inſpiration'of the matter of 
_ Prayer, together with:an ability to expreſs and utter it in known 
or unknown Langnages';=Thus;-as for the'immediate inſpiration 
. of the matter of Prayer; wereadin the Old Teſtament of Pray- 
..ers and; Praiſes, which; : upoi1-ſpecial occaſions, were immedi- 
ately indited by Divine'Inſpiration : for ſo, when Hamah pre- 

' ſented her Son to the Lord in Shiloh, the Text only ſaith, that 


: ſhe-pray*d; and: ſaid: bpt the Taroum paraphraſes it, that ſhe 
. pray*d-by. the Spirit.of Propheſie,- and accordingly praying and 
pratſing by immediate:inſpiration, is frequently calPd Propheſy- * 
Ing: So-4 Sam. 10.5. The Spirit of the Lord 'ſhall come upon thee, 
_and thou ſhalt propheſie;, thatis, as Expoſitors generally interpret 
'1t, Thou ſhalt utter Spiritual Pſalms and Hymns by immediate 
_ * Inſpiration on the place ; and'to the ſame purpoſe is the word 
| uſed,, Numb. 11, 25. 1Chrorn, 25. 1, Andi accordingly in the 
New. Teſtament it is ſaid of Zacharias, T hat he was filled with the 
Holy.Ghoſt, and propheſied, ſaying, bleſſed be'the Lord God of Iſra- 
el,, &'c. The matter of all which Prayers and Praiſes, together 
with thoſe in the Book of P/al-rs, and ſundry others recorded in 
Scripture, was immediately dictated to thoſe.inſpii®d Perſons by 
the Holy Ghoſt, and. deliver'd'by. them without any recourſe to 
their own invention. or conſideration; though as to the words of 
them, it may be juſtly queſtion*d, 'whether they were not left to 
their own compoſure, as it ſeems very propable, the words of 
- all other inſpirations were; for-conſidering how the inſpired Per- 
ſons differ'd intheir ſtile, according as they differ*d in their Edu- 
cation, 1n their Natural Parts, and Intelle&aal Improvements ; 
it isyery likely they themſelves compoſed and worded their own 
Inſpirations, the Spirit of God taking care only ſoto overſee and 
direft them, that their words might not miſrepreſent their niat- 
ter;, and-if ſo,, how much leſs reaſon have we to ſuppoſe; that 
the Spirit inſpires the words of our Prayers : but this'1-ſhall not 
infiſt on. --: 4% 1 eaoadge JI” 4:3 "B37 O%þ 1 at) : annk 
_ -.. However, after.that.great deſcent of the Holy Ghoſt at Per- 
tecoſt, wherein the gift of: Tongues was cominunicated to enable 
the firſt Planters: of: the Goſpel, to-propagate it through the 
World; it's certain, that not: only rhe Matter of their Prayers, 
but.even. the, very Langvage.too, 'in which they: expreſs them, 
was immediately; inſpired 3; infomuch, that they: were'not: iy 
die 2 | inable 


v4 _” 
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Inabled to Pray upon the place in apt” and fluent: Expreſſi- 
ons, but alſo to Pray in Languages, which they never underſtood 


| before; and which even then they underſtood but very imper- 


fettly; and alſo to interpret thoſe Prayers intothe vulgar Lan- 
. guage; which themſelyes or others had: uttered in unknown 
Tongues; and this, 2m0ng, others, the Apoſtle calls a Spirity- 
al Gift,- 1' Cor. 12. 1 . which as I remember, :is the only place 


.. where the Gift of Prayer is mention'd -.in Scripture : oy 1n 


x. Cor, ' 14. ” 14 it. is. alſo calld-a Spirit, -where- he gives us 


an account at large of this miraculous wayof Praying. 


Now that this miraculoys-Gift of /praying in, and inter- 


_preting Prayers out of unknown Tongues,” was extraordinary, 


and temporary, and peculiar to. the Primitive Apes' of Chrilſti- 

anity,- 1s evident;; : becauſe: the- deſign of.it was not only to 
enable the firſt Planters: of the. Goſpel to perform their” Mi- 
niſterial Office in the vulgar' Tagen of 'the ſeveral Nz- © 
tions they were-ſent to, hut alſo-to:be: a ſign from God, as | 
all other. Miracles were, for the confirmation of theGolpel; i 
for ſo the Apoſtle tells us, ;1.Cor. 1422; That- Tongwts were 
for a io 9n, not to them that believe, but to them that -beljeve- = C 
and therefore, -fince it's: granted of-all :hands,  -that' the 


.of Miracles was: extraordinary, and-intended-only:for a "a : 
-mon{tration: of the-Goſpel. to the Infidel World, 'and' after 


that 'to ceaſe, there can. "be no. doubt but Chis miraculous Gift : 


-of. Prayer was fo too. 


But rhat the Spirit's inditing the Matter, and, if you with 


:the words of thoſe inſpired Prayers, was alfo extraordinary, 


-will require a larger proof; becauſe it is:look?d upon by 'ma- 


.ny-of. our diſſenting Brethren, as an-ordinary-and ſtandinig Giſt, 


which-the Spirit doth and will communicate to all Tucceſſive- 
Apges-of the World, Againſt this Opinion. of- theirs, there- 
fore | ſhall DFR Oter theſe following Reaſons to their cont” 
RerAgen 
That there is no promiſe of any ſuch Gift, aud there | 
—_ no-Yeaſon 't0 expect the continuanceiof it; For 'what- - 
focver. ſtarding and -ordipary-benefits we [teceive from' God, 
we receive them by pane: ag the New:Covenaint, -#n which he 
hath premiſed to ys all thoſe goat things-which we can reaſona- 
bly To At:hishands:; and: Thowrongiſe of:Gad being the” onty- 
TOUS TONSTEO Hope i ROLE wade my 
nn EE RES 8 3 38.0 wv 
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The Uſe of Forms of Prayer. 7 
what he hath not promiſed us :' but now in all the New -Co- 
venant. we have not the leaſt intimation of any ſuch promiſe, 
viz. That the Spirit will immediately .indite to ns. the Mat- 
ter and Expreſſions of our Prayers; For as for that of Za- 

 thary 12. 10. which is the only promiſe that is pretended in 
the caſe, it's evident, at firſt ſight, that it's nothing to the 
purpoſe ; 1 will pour. ont upon the Inhabitants of Jeruſalem he 
Spirit of Grace and Supplications,' and they ſhall look upon me whom 
they have picrcd, wid they ſhall mourn. What is all this to the 
immediate inſpiration of the Matter and Expreſſions. of our 
Prayer, when it's plain; that the Spirit of. Supplication here 
is the ſame with: the- Spirit of Grace, or of inward Piety and 
Devotion ? even as the. following words imply, And they ſhall 
logh.: upon tne whom they have pterced, and mourn: that. is, for 
their horrid ſin of crucifying me: Bnt that there: is no ſuch - 
promiſe in the New Covenant is evident, from what is ac- . 
knowledged of all hands,” viz. That there are many good. - 
Chriſtians who could never pretend to any ſuch inſpiration,who - 
are ſome of them fain to be beholding ro their own recol- 
kftion, and'invention for the Matter and Words of their Pray- 
ers; and others, for want of a ſufficient quickneſs.of inven- - 
tion, to be beholding to Forms of Prayer of other mens com- 
poſure ; neither of which: they need, were they inimediate- 
ty infpir”d : And I-am- very confident *twould be look®d up- 
on by all ſober Diſfenters, as-a.very-rafh and nnjuſt cenſure 
to affirm, that a man cannot be a: good Chriſtian, who doth: 
not pray by immediate inſpiration, but is alwayesfain to depend -- 
either on his own. invention, or a Form of Prayerfor the Mat- _ - 
ter and Expreſſions. of his. Devotions ; and if ſo, how can this - ' 
confilt with a ſtanding. promiſe of immediate inſpiration of - 
Prayer .in.the New Covenant? -unleſs we will ſuppoſe thar - 
there are Bleſſings-promiſed in the New Covenant, to which - 
good Chriſtians may bave no right nor title,: and of which - 
they may. never aCtvally 'partake,: which is utterly to deſtroy - 
the nature of the Coyenant, which extends. to all who per- 
form the conditions. .of..it, .and*to cut off all. our dependance 
upon It; rg Wo wed rg OE 
ps 2: That.as there. is no promiſe,” ſo there: is no need. of a- 
pry 2 foch immediate anfpiration.:; ?Tis tree,<Chriſt hath pro- 
wen miſed by his Spirit; b0-be. with us'to.the end of the Work, 
| and * 
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and aflur?d. us;: that he will give his Spirit unto every.one.that 
asks.z And to what end hath he promiſedghis,.but only to ſupply 
our Neceſſities, and. inahle us to perfqrm-thoſe Duties, which, 
through our own 1mpotency. ,. we, cannot; perform without.him ? 
for ſo he argues.from the. readineſs .of-Parents; .toſupply their 
Children*with what is.necefſary to their bodily life' and- ſab- 
ſiſtence, to the readineſs of God to beſtow. his Spirit (thar is, 
to all the purpoſes that are neceſſary to their Spiritual Life, 
as the parellel' plainly implyes) upon them that ask him. . So 
that all we can expe& by -vertne -of 'theſe. promiſes , is only 
this, That the Spirit of God will be..ready- to .aid and al- 
ſt us in all thoſe neceſſary caſes, wherein-our Duty. and Spi- 
rituall Life 1s concern'd; and therefore if. there be no neceſſi- 
ty of an immediate inſpiration,of either. Matter or, Words 'to 
inable ns'.to_ Pray, It is an unwarrantable, preſumption to ex- 
pett it by vertue of theſe:or ſuch like.promiſes. | -; ,: .- -; -- 
And that there 1s .no neceſlity,. I conceive, is yery. appa:. 
rent 5 for, 7 ys ® ns | SEA te + 3 Bs TIF * TE OK 
. Firſt, As for the Matter of: our Prayers,.. the Holy Spirit 
hath already ſufficiently reveal'd it.to us in..the Goſpel, and 
as plainly inſtructed us. what-we are-to .pray: for, as he..can. be, 
ſuppos!d_'to do,by any immedaate .inſpiration: :{o that, with 
a very little conſideration, we may thence-eaſily. recollect what: 
it is that we need, and what we are warranted and comman- 
ded to pray for; and for a. ſummary of the whole, we need 
go no further than our Churches Catechiſm, which, in anſwer. 
7 that Queſtion, after. the Lord's. Prayer, What deſireſt thou 
of God in this Prayer ? ſums up the,whole matter of our Pray-. 
er ina few, plain, and eaſie words. And to ſuppoſe, after 
{ach a clear revelation of the matter. of Prayer, a neceſlity of - 
immediate inſpiration of it, is-in. effet to ſuppoſe, that we .- 
have neither reaſon enough. to underſtand .the ſenſe of. plain; 
words, nor memory. erough. to retain and recollect it. But. 
againſt this, that paſſage of St. Paul is objeCted by our Bre- 
thren, Rom. 8, 26. We kaow not what we ſhould pray for as we. 
ought, but the Spirit it ſelf makgth interceſſion for us with groan- 
ings, which cannot be utted, For which words, .We know not . 
what to pray for as we ought, . they: infer, that how. plainly ſo- 
ever the matter of Prayer is reveaPd to us, we cannot 1n all. 
cafes know what it is without an immediate inſpiration : mb 
| | . (M 
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The Uſe of Forms of Prayer: - 
muſt either ſuppoſe, that all matter of Prayer 1s not plainly 
reveal'd to us, or that though it be, we cannot underſtand it ; 
whereas the Apoſtles words imply neither the one nor [other ; 
for it*s plain, thoſe words, We know not what to pray for, are not 
to be underſtood ſimply, but with reference to, As we oxght'; 
Td yde 18 Tggowtuptd3a x99) ST ix tidapey, for what to pray for as 
we ought, we know tot ; which plainly refers to'the manner; .and 
not to the matter of our Prayer ; how to pray for any thing with 
that fervency of deſire, that dependance upon; and reſignation 
to God, as we ought, of our Fes we know not without the 
aſſiſtance of the Spirit of God ; if therefore: the Spirit hath al- 
ready ſufficiently reveaPd to-us, what the matter of Prayer is 
(as he mult be ſuppos'd to do, if the Scriptures be ſufficient) 1 
ſee no reaſon why he ſhould reveal it again by immediate in- 
ſpiration; and if there be no neceſſity of it, I know no war- 
rant we-have to expect it. But then; DO | 

2. As for the Words of Prayer, by which we are to expreſs 
the Matter of it : What necellity can there be, that theſe ſhould 
be immediately diCtated to us, when) as if we have not quick- 
neſs enough of fancy, and invention to expreſs our wants and de- 
ſires in our own words, we may readily ſupply that defect by 
Forms of Prayer, of other Mens compoſure, which with very 
ſhort additions and variations of our own, we may eaſily adapt 
to all our particular caſes and circumſtances? And to imagin, 
that, with ſuch helps and aſliſtances, we cannot word -our de- 
fires to God without an immediate inſpiration, is to ſuppoſe, 
that we are meer whiſpering Pipes, that can breathe-out-nothing 
but what is breath'd into us. ' ET 

3. That as there is neither promiſe, nor need of any ſuch im- 
mediate inſpiration of Prayer; ſo there is no certain ſign or 
teſtimony of it remaining among us : Whenever -God inſpir'd 
men with Divine matter and words, His Way was alwayes to 
atteſt the divialty of their inſpiration with ſome certain ſign, 
by which themſelves, and others, might be well aſſur'd of-ir.; 
and though, at this diſtance from the inſpired Ages, we cannot 
certainly determin by what token it was, that the Prophets knew 
the Divinity of their own Inſpirations, while they were ſeiz'd 
with them ; yet this we know, that after they were deliver'd 
\ . of them, God always took care to atteſt them by ſome, miracu- 

tous operation : ſor ſo Miracles are ſtyled by the Apoſtle, the 
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evidence-and demonſtration of the Spirit, as being the conſtant 
ligns and tokens of Divine inſpiration; and indeed without fuch 
figns to diſtinguiſh it from falſe pretences, we were better be 
without inſpiration, than with it, becauſe we ſhall be left under 
an unavoidable neceſlity., either of admitting all inſpirations 
which pretend to be divine, or of rejeCting all that are truly fo : 
As to inſtance in this Caſe. of Prayer, we know *tis poſlible for 
men to have the Matter and Words of it dictated to them by 
aNatural,or Diabolical,as well ags a Divine Enthuſiaſm ; & there: 
fore it-is highly requiſit if fach fine Enthuſiaſm;or Inſpiration... 
be continu'd to us, that the proper ſigns & teſtimonies of-it ſhould 
be continu'd tooz that ſo we may be able to diſtinguiſh that which 
is divine, from that which is natural or diabolical; otherwiſe 
we muſt either conclude them all tobe natural, or diabolical ; or 
believe:them all to be divine, and entertain them accordingly. 
Tf you ſay there is no need of either, becauſe the Scripture 
is ſufficient to diſtinguiſh them ; 1 anſwer, That though the 
Scripture may be ſufficient to diſtinguiſh the matter of the In- 
ſpiration, . whether it be true or falſe;. yet it is not ſufficient to 
diſtinguiſh the Inſpiration it ſelf, whether it be divine, or na- 
tural,' or diabolical] : For, 
Firſt, As for natural Enthuſiaſm, it is not at all impoſlible for 
a Man to Pray agreeably to Scripture by natural Inſpiration, by 
which, I mean a natural or accidental. fervency of Temper, 
ariſing either from a conſtant heat of Conſtitution, or a-caſual 
agitation of the Spirits, occaſion*d either by vapours of heated 
Melancholly, or an intermixture of-ſharp-and feaveriſh humours 
with the Blood; which:as all men know;who underſtand any thing 
of the nature and compoſition of humane bodies, naturally heigh- 
tens and impregnates the Fancy,& cauſes the Images of things to 
come faſter into it, & aþpear more diſtinCt init; & conſequently, 
produces.avery ready invention of matter,& extraordinary tluen- - 
cy of words: So that, if,under a fit of this natural fervency,a Man's 
fancy happens to run upon God & Religion, he cannot fail to Pray 
with grear readineſs and fluency, and ſometimes with that ex- 
traordinary paſſion and enlargement; as ſhall cauſe him aſſured- 
iy to believe himſelf immediately inſpired Dy the Spirit of God : 
of the truth” of which, inſtances enough- might be given, not 
only among Chriſtians, but alſo among the Devoto's of aho- 


-1&t, and the Poets and Orators of the Heathens, whoſe fancies 
| | haye 
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have been very often ſo ſtrangely exalted by the fervour of 

their temper, or diſeaſe, that not only they themſelves, but they 

that heard them, believed that they were inſpired by God. 
Suppoſing then, that under a fit of this natural Enthuſiaſm a 

man ſhould pray agreeably to Scripture, how ſhall he be able to 

know by Scripture, whether the preſent inſpiration he is under, 
be natural, or divine ? and how will it be poſlible for him to a- 

void, many times, attributing the natural eftefts of his temper, 

or diſeaſe, to the immediate operation of the Spirit of God ? 

But you will ſay, we all agree that the Spirit of God inſpires 

good men with holy and tervent affections in their Prayers, and 

yet it cannot be deny*d, that this fervency of affeftion doth ſome- 

times alſo proceed from the preſent temper of our bodies, not- 
withſtanding which, we have no other ſign or teſtimony beſides 

that of Scripture, whereby to diſtinguiſh when *tis divine, and 

when natural, Doth not therefore the want of ſuch a ſign as 
effeftually conclude againſt the Spirits inſpiring the fervour of 

our Prayers, as againſt his inſpiring the matter and words of 
them? Ianſwer, No; for, as for the former, we have a ſure 

word of promiſe, which we have not for the latter ; and there- 

fore 1t we can claim the promiſe, we haye juſt reaſon to-con- 

clude when we feel our affections aCtually excited, - that how 

much ſoever other cauſes _ contribute to it, the Holy Spi- 

rit was the principal cauſe ; but where we have no promiſe, we 

have no ground for ſuch concluſion : beſides which, we have 

no ſuch need of ſigns to enable us to diſtinguiſh in the one caſe, 

as in the other ; For as for the inſpiration of affe&tion, we may 

eaſily diſtinguiſh whether it be natural or divine, by our own 

ſenſe; if our preſent fervour be accompanied with a fixt and 

conſtant devotion of Soul, we may-certainly conclude, that 
the ſame Spirit which inſpired the one, inſpired the other ; and 
whether it be ſo accompanied-or no, that natural ſenſe and feel- 
ing we have of our own motions and affeftions, will quickly in- 
form us, and we have .no more need of an outward ſign to ſa- 
tisfie us in this matter, than we haye to know whether we are 
hungry or thirſty:: . but if the preſent fervour of our affetions 
in Prayer be only a ſudden fit and pang of devotion; that finds 
and leaves-us habitually indevout, we have juſt reaſon to con- 
clude;that *tis intirely owing to our preſent bodily temper : whe- 
ther therefore our afteftions in Prayer are inſpired by God, 
B 2 OUT 
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our own ſenſe will inform us, if we impartially conſult it ; but 
whether our matter and words are. ſo, no ſence we have can 
reſolve us: We may feel the matter of our Prayer pour in upon 
us with extraordinary readineſs, and be inabled to pour it out 
again with extraordinary fluency, and yet all this may proceed 


from our own, fancy and invention, quickned and enlarg'd 


by meerly natural Enthuſiaſm; and therefore, unleſs we had 
ſome other. ſign, beſides that of Scripture, *rwill be impoſſi- 
ble for, us to diſtinguiſh between a divine and natural inſpi- 
ration of matter and words, becauſe that which is natural, 
may be as agreeable to Scripture, as that which is ſuppogd 


'to be divine; and God hath given us no inward ſenſe to di- 


ſtinguiſh between one and tother : and can it be imagin'd 


that had he meant to continue this Gift of inſpiration to us, - 


he would have thus left us in the dark concerning it, with- 
out. any certain ſign whereby we might diſtinguiſh, whether ' 


it be from his Spirit, or from an. ill-affefted Spleen, or a 


Feaver ? 
But then, ſecondly, as for Diabolical Inſpirations of -Mat- 
ter and Words in Prayer, we have ſundry very probable 
Inſtances, . ſuch as Major Weir, who is ſaid. to have. recei- 


ved his Inſpirations through a Staff,” Hacker, David: George, 
and that Monſter of wickedneſs, Joh» Baſiides Duke of Ku/- 
ſia, who were all of them poſleſs*'d with ſuch a wonderful 


Gift of Prayer, as did, not only charm and raviſh thoſe that 
heard them, but ſeem'd, in the opinion of the moſt wiſe and 
impartiall, to exceed the power of-naturez which renders it. 
very probable, that the matter of their Prayers was for- the 
molt” part agreeable to Scripture,- otherwiſe *tis hardly con- 


 ceivable how” they - could have procured to themſelves ſo ma- 


ny 2dmirers, and abuſed ſo many honeſt minds into a be- 
lief that they were immediately infpired by God. And fince 
by inſpiring his Votaries witir ſuch matter of Prayer as is 
agreeable to Scripture, the Devil may ſometimes ſerve his 
own ends, ſince: he may thereby puff up giddy minds with 
pride, and ſelf-conceit, and more effeftually recommend Se- 
ducers and falſe Teachers-to the 'World; it's very reaſonable, 
to ſuppoſe that this ſubtle Agent, who ſo throughly under- 
ſtands his own game, will in ſome caſe be forward enough 
to. do It 1 and if TH any caſes we may reaſonably ſuppoſe, that: 


the- 
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the Devil may inſpire men with ſuch matter of Prayer ag 
is agreeable to Scripture, then we can never certainly di- 
itinguiſh by Scripture, whether it be the Spirit of God, or thg 
Devil; that inſpires us. And can we, without blaſpheming 
the goodneſs of God, imagin, that-if he had continu'd this 
Gitt of immediate inſpiration to us, he would have negleCtted 
to continue ſuch ſigns and teſtimonies of it, as are neceſſary 
ro diſtinguiſh it from the inſpirations of the Devil ? doubt- 
Teſs, *tis much better for us that this Gift ſhould be totally 
withdrawn, & that as to the mater & expreſſions of our Pray- 
er, we ſhould be left to the guidance of Scripture and Rea- 
ſon, than that by the continuange of it, without. ſome certain 
ſign to know and diſtinguiſh itÞ we ſhould be left under a fa- 
tal neceſſity, either of reje&ting Divine Inſpirations, or of ad- 
mitring Diabolical for Divine. And therefore ſince we have 
no ſuch ſign continu?d among us, we have all the reaſon in 
the World to conclude, that this Gift is diſcontinu'd, and 
ceas'd : eſpecially conſidering that we have not only no cer- 
tain ſign of any ſuch inſpiration in the conceiv?d Prayers of 
thoſe which moſt pretend to it, . but many very certain ones 
of [the .contrary 3 I will inſtance in four. | 

I.. The great impertinence, and nonſence, and rudeneſs, to 
ſay no worſe, that .are ſometimes mingled with theſe Ex- 
rtempore Prayers. I will not give Inſtance of this, becauſe it 
is ſo notorious, . that our Brethren themſelves cannot but if 
part acknowledge it: now to attribute theſe faults.of con- 
ceiv*d Prayers, to immediate inſpiration, would be to blaſ- 
pheme the Holy Ghoſt, and father ovr own follies. upon him ; 
and yet ſure, had he thought meet to have continu'd to the 
Church: this Gift of inſpiration of Prayer, it . would have 
been in order. to the ſecuring the Worſhip of Gcd from thoſe 
rudeneſſes and indecencies to which extemporary Prayers of 
mens own concelving are liable; and if ſo, to be ſure in pub- 
lick Prayer at leaſt, he. would have. conſtantly taken care to 
Inſpire ſuch matter. as is: fit to be .offer*d up: to God,. and 
ſuch expreſſions as. are *fit for ſuch matter; that ſo the Pub- 
lick Worſhip of God, which is the moſt ſerious and ſolemn 
thing in the world, might not he render®d ridiculous by the. 
folly and inadvertency of men. Whereas on the contrary... 
we ice thoſe publick Prayers which arrogate to themieiyes the. 

ONOUT. 
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: honour of being inſpired, are generally more liable to theſe 
indecencies, than Forms of humane compoſure, and that thoſe 
#Prayers which conſiſt of premeditated matter and words, are 
commonly much better ſenſe, and far more decent and per- 
tinent, than our extemporary effuſions 3 which how it ſhould 
come to paſs I know not, ſuppoſing the continuance of jn- 
ſpiration of Prayer, unleſs we will ſuppoſe, that Humane 
- Compoſures may exceed Divine inſpirations, and that men 
may ordinarily premeditate better Prayers than the Spirit of God 
inſpires. And methinks it ſeems very ſtrange, that the Spirit 
ſhould continue this gift of inſpiration to ſecure the Worſhip 
of God from nonſence and ayppertinence, and yet that after 
all, it ſhould remain more la to theſe indecencies, than if 
our publick Prayers were offered 'up .in premeditated Forms, 
compoſed out of our own or other mens inyentions. EO 
2, Another ſign that our compoſed Prayers are not imme- 
diately inſpired is, - that they are ſo generally tinCtur'd with the 
particular opinions of thoſe that offer them. You may obſerve, 
that in all publick Controverſies of Religion» mens Opinions 
are generally to be known by their Prayers, eſpecially if they 
zealouſly eſpouſe-either ſide of the Queſtion: for then the 
debate runs ſo.much in their heads, and they look upon God 
and Religion ſo very highly concern'd init, that they can hard- 
ly frame a Petition, Confeſſion, or Thankſgiving, without gi- 
ving ſome intimation of their particular Perſwaſion ; and ma- 
ny times one -of the Petitions is, 1hat God would hinder the 
propagation of the contrary Perſwaſion, and convince their Adver- 
fſaries of the Error and Falſhood of it, Thus for inſtance, when 
the Conteſt ran high between the Presbyterians and Indeper- 
dents, the Arminians and Calviniſts, how eafie was it to di- 
ſtinguiſh them by their Prayers. from one another ? Whether 
this be not ſo, I appeal to our Brethren themſelves, and to 
all the World ? And if ſo, what plainer evidence can be given, 
that their Prayers were not inſpired, but of their own invention, 
and compoſure ? For either we muſt ſuppoſe this Gitt of Inſpira- 
tion to.be confin*d to one Party, which would be to ſtint the Spi- 
rit with a witneſs, and everlaſtingly to puzzle our ſelves where 
to find it, among ſo many contending Parties that pretend 
.to it ; or:e}ſe we muſt affirm a horrid Blaſphemy, v:z. That 
the Spirit inſpiries Contradictions, and indites contrary Pray- 
ers to men of oppoſite Parties. 3. Ano- 
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3. Another plain ſign that our conceiy'd Prayers are” not 
immediately inſpired, is, That that which gives them the repu- 
tation of being ſo, 1s not ſo much the matter, as the way and 
manner of expreſſing them. For as for the matter of Prayer,Iſup- 
poſe our Brethren will not deny, but our Forms may equal 
at leaſt, if not exceed their conceiv*d and.extemporary Pray- 
ers, and thart 'tis poſſible for men, upon mature thoughts and 
deliberations, -to compoſe and Pen a Prayer, that ſhall be as 
full and comprehenſive of the common caſes, and neceſſities of 
Chriſtians, as if He had conceived, and indited it upon the 
place. And if all the matter that is in a conceiv*d Prayer, 
may be eaſily contain'd and expreſs in a Form, then all the 
difference between one and t'other muſt lie in the way, and 
manner of expreſling it, & conſequently it muſt be only upon this 
account, That the -one mult pretend to inſpiration more than 
tother. Now there are only two differences between Forms, 
and conceiyed Prayers, as to the» way, and manner of expreſ- 
ſing the matter 'in them ; neither of which are ſo conſidera- 
ble, as to give the one a fairer pretence to inſpiration than 
the other : The firſt is, that whereas the matter of a Form 
f Prayer is expreſs'd in ſet, and premeditated words; the 
me matter in conceiv'd Prayer 1is expreſs'd in extemporary 
words; and is it not ſtrange, that upon ſuch a ſlight, and 
inconſiderable difference, the one ſhould be thought to be more 
inſpired than the other ? as if the Spirit of God continu'd the 
Gift of Inſpiration to no other purpoſe, but to enable men 
to ask thoſe Bleſlings in extemporary words, which. they might 
as well have askt in premeditated ones. The ſecond 1s, that 
conceiv'd Prayer do generally more inlarge and amplifie on 
the matter of Prayer, than Forms in which we being always - 
tied to ſuch a ſet of words, have not that liberty to expa- 
tiate on our ſeveral caſes,.. and neceſſities ; but this is ſo far - 
from adding to the value of conceived Prayers, that it .ra- 
ther leſſens. and depreciates them ; for-if you obſerve, theſe 
admired enlargments, and amplifications, are- generally no- 
thing elſe but. only the ſame matter expreſsd again in diffe- - 
rent : words, .which makes our conceiv'd Prayers run-out ma- 
ny times to that inordinate length, . the. ſame” matter being 
repeated in them. over and over in varied phraſes and exprel- : 
H0NS; how then can we entertain ſuch mean conceits of the 
wiidom 
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wiſdom of the holy Spirit, as to imagin he would contitine 
to us the Gift of immediate-inſpiration, meerly to enable us 
to .repeat the ſame matter of Prayer to God ten oor twenty 
times over, 1n different phraſes and expreſſions ? eſpecially con- 
ſidering, that by ſo doing he would croſs the orders of our 
Saviour, who expreſly- forbids us in our Prayers to «ſe vain 
repetitions, (or as Munfter”s Hebrew reads it, to mwtiply words 
above what 1s fit and feaſonable) thinking we ſhall be heard for 
owr much ſpeaking ; to 'which he ſubjoins this reaſon; For your 
Father knows what things you have need. of ,, before you ask_him, 
Matth. 6. 7,8. As if he ſhould have ſaid, you need not lengthen 
out your Prayers with fo many copious enlargments, and ya- 
ried repetitions of the ſame- matter, as if you meant there- * 
by more fully to. inſtru&t your Father in your wants and de- 
ſires, for before ever you ask,- he knows your needs, and there- 
fore a few words will ſuffice to expreſs your deſires to him. F 
And when our Saviour -hath "required that our Prayers ſhould K 
be ſhort, and pithy, and ſtript of all needleſs multiplicity of *$ 
words, what reaſon have we to think; that the Holy Spirit, who 
is his Vice-gerent in the Church, would continue the Gift We 
of Inſpiration meerly to amplifie and enlarge them ? Theſe _ Wl 
enlargments of conceiv'd Prayer therefore, are ſo far from be- wy 
 ing::fjgns of their immediate inſpiration, that ſuppoſing the Spi- 
rit to be of the ſame mind with our Saviour, they are general- 
ly ſigns of the contrary. | 

4- Another plain ſign that our conceiv*d Prayers are not 
immediately inſpired, .is, That that extraordinary manner, and 
way of expreſſing them,. for which they are thought to be in- - 
| ſpired, doth apparently proceed from natural cauſes : for, as 
I ſhew?d before; the reaſon why our conceiv'd Prayers are 
thought by us and others to:be-inſpired, 1s, That we are many © 
- times enabled in them to enlarge extempore, with ſo much rea- 
dineſs, and fluency : which may. be eafily reſolv*d into meer. 
natural Enthuſiaſm, or preſent fervour of temper. And that. 
from hence this fluency and enlargement in Prayer doth ordi- 
narily proceed, ſeems very evident by two undeniable 1igns 3 
firſt, Thar according to our Brethrens own contfeſlion, it comes 
upon them. much. oftner in their publick, than 1n their pri- 
vate Devotions. For this is an ordinary caſe in their Divint- 
ty; how comes it to paſs that good men often find them(O7l 
| of 
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Fo enlarg?d in their publick, ard ſo ſtrengthen'd in their pri- 
vate Prayers? And indeed, ſuppoſing the Spirit did ordina- 
rily infpire the matter and words of their Prayer, I ſee not how 
it could be well reſoly?d, unleſs we ſuppoſe the Spirit ro be more 
concern'd to inſpire us with flnency of matter and words, when 
we are to ſpeak before men, than-when we are only to ſpeak 
before God. | NY 
* Thetrue reſolution therefore of the'caſe is this, that in our 
private Prayers we want the ſighs, and groans, ' and paſſionate 
geſtures of a devout Congregation, to chafe and excite-our 
affetions, 'and the reverence of a numerous Auditory, to 0- 
blige us to teaz and wrack our inventions 3 for want of which 
our ſpirits are not ordinarily ſo vehemently agitated and heated 
as when we Pray in publick ; where being more than ordinari- 
ly warm'd, partly with our own efforts and ſtruglings, to'in- 
vent, and partly with the warmths and pious fervours of the 
Congregation, we are many times tranſported by this natural 
Enthuſiaſm, into raptures of paſſion and: inlargment;' this I 
ſay is the only reaſon that can be aſlign'd of ir, unleſs we will 
ſuppoſe thet which is very unſuppoſeable of the Spirit of God, 
viz, That he is more ſolicitous to indite our Prayers when 
we are in. the preſence of men, than when we are only -in 
the preſence of God. Secondly, Another ſign that this admired 
fluency and enlargement 1n Prayer proceeds from meer natural 
Enthuſiaſm is this, that'generally in the beginning of the Pray- 
er they find themſelves ſtreightned and'confin'd, both as to 
the matter and words of it, till they have Pray*'d 'on- for a 
while, and then they grow more ready and fluent; which how 
ſhould it come to pals, I know not, ſuppoſing the Prayer, were ' 
inſpired, unleſs perhaps the Spirit comes in only inthe middle, 
or towards the latter end of their Prayer, but leaves them to 
their own inventions in the beginning, and what reaſon there” 
ſhould be for ſuch an imagination, I confeſs I am not able to 
oveſs. The true account therefore of the matter is this, that * 
in the beginning of the Prayer their Spirits are uſually dull; 
and ſluggiſh, and do not flow and reflow ſo briskly to their 
heads and hearts as afterwards, when they haye been throughly 
chaft and heated - with'a labour and exerciſe of invention ;/ by 
which being excited and awaken'd; 'they naturally raiſe the” 
drooping fancy, and render the A more coplous, fluent, 
and 
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and eaſie. So that meerly by the Laws of Matter and Mo- 
tion, as plain an account may be given of this extemporary 
Avency,, and enlargement, of Prayer, as of any other natural 
effeCt. whatſoever ; . and therefore. for 'our [Brethren to-attri- 
bute to the immediate inſpiration of the Spirit of God, that 
which hath, ſuch apparent, ſigns of. its derivation from naty- 
rall cauſes, 1s, I conceive, very unwarrantable. By all which - 
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- So. that, either. our Brethren: muſt affirm. 
That their conceiv?d, Prayers.are of equal: authority. with Scrip- 
ture ;.. (which, I:am;fure. no; ſober. Diſſenter. will, preſume) or: 
denys. that they are.immeglately inſpired. by the Holy Ghoſt, 
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And thus I haye,ſhewa what thoſe extraordinary Operations 
are, which the Scripture attributes to the Spirit in Prayer. . I 
proceed in the next place to enquire, wit. the: ordinary and 
{tanding Operations are, which.the Scripture attributes to,hi 
and which he hath promiſed tocontinueto the end.of the World. 
Of. which'I ſhall, give but a_very brief. account, becauſe herein 
we areall agreed-; jor boy bro ooh rp Ne 
\ In ſhort therefore, the ordinary Operations of the Spirit con- 
ſiſt in exciting inus the graces and proper affeCtions .of Prayer, 
ſuch as ſhame and ſorrow jp the confeſſion of ourſins, a ſenſe of 
our need of mercy, andig hope. of obtaining it in our. ſupplicati- 
ons for pardon, reſigtation-£o.God's will, and dependance on 
his goodneſs in our Prayers for temparal mercies,” and deliye- 
rances, hunger and thirſt after righteouſneſs'in our Petitions for 
his grace and aſſiſtance z and in a word, : gratitude, and love, 
and admiration of .God .in our Praiſes and Thankſptvings for 
Mercy. - For in theſe divine- and gracious AﬀeCtions,' the life 
and ſoul of Prayer conſiſts: As for the words and: expreſſions 
of it, about which our Brethren diſagree with us, they: are of 
no other account with God, than as they fignifie to Him the 
graces and afteCtions of our Prayers, without which, He regards 
them no more, than He doth” the whuſtling of thewind;" and 
therefore, ſince theſe affettions are the main” of -Qur/ Prayer, 
and words are nothing in His Account; in:compariſon with 
them ; Can.any Man' be ſo vain as to imagin, 'that:thoſe affeQi- 
ons will be eyer. a whit the.leſs acceptable to.Him, becauſe they 
are preſentedin a form of words, and not in extemporary Effu- 
ſions ? : Sure that Father: would: be very-capritious; that ſhould 
deny Bread to his: hungry-Child) meerly:becauſe heagkt 'it t6 
day in the ſame words that he: did yeſterday; and to/imagin, 
that God will diſlike: or reject the good affettions: of our Pray- 
er, meerly becauſe they are every day 'expreſs'd inthe ſame 
form, is to.ſuppoſe Him a very captious Being, and One thatly 
more taken with our words, than: with: our afftiors *''the coz 
trary of whichz: He hath- given ſufficient proof of:in' this very 
particular, in that whereas he hath withdrawn from us:(as 1 
bave prov'd at large) the inſpiration of the-words of our Pray- 
er, and left them to the compoſure of our own: or-other mens 
invention. .He' ſtill continues to: inſpire us with: the affeftions 
of Prayer; and to excite them- to'a- due aftivity. '-For to this; 
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among. other purpoſes, it. is; That He hath promiſed to continue 
His Holy'Spirit tous, to enable us to addreſs our ſelves to Him 
with devout and holy affections: 'thus Gal. 4.. 6. Zecanſe ye are 
ſons, God hath ſent forth the Spirit of his'Son unto your hearts, -cry-. 

ing Abba Father: "that is,' by-kindling devout and filial affe&ti- - 
03:11 your ſouls, .inabling you to/cty/to God with all earneſt- 
neſs and aſſurance, as to a kind and merciful Father. Andhence 
alſo, we-are ſaid to Pray in or by the Holy Ghoſt, Je 20. it 
being by Him that thoſe good affections are rais'd in us,. that 
'we offer up to God in our-Prayers : and therefore we may well 
.Fe ſaid to Pray: by the Spirit, becauſe”tis:- by thESpirit that we 
are inſpired with thoſe holy affeftions; which are the ſouFof our: 
Prayer ; and accordingly, the Spirit is ſaid to' make znterceſſion 
{or us with ſighs and groans, which are rot to be uttered, Rom. 
8. 26. which words are far from aſlerting the -inſpiration of _ 
the. matter and. words of our Prayer, though they are 'urg?& 
by: our Brethren for: that -purpoſe : For as: for the matter-of 
Prayer, -here is not-theleaſt hint of the Spirits inſpiring 'it; for 
as to: that, the Chriſtians, whom he" ſpeaks of, were- well in- 
ſtructed already by their Chriſtian inſtitution 3 but all that is 
afirm?*d, is, that the Spirit inabled them to offer up the matter 


of Prayer to God;zin'a moſt deyout and-afteCtionate manner; with 


fighs and groans; thatis, with earneſt and flagrant affettions-/ 
And as for the words of Prayer, the Text is fo far from imply- 
ing the inſpiration of them, that it plainly tells-us, that thoſe - 
fighs and greans which the Spiritinſpired, were ſuch; as were not. - 

to be utter*d or worded: And ſurely, to inſpire vs with at- 
fetions, that.are too big for. words, .cannot-imply: the inſpira- 
tion; of words; -, So-'that the Spirits: interceding ! for .us- with 
ſighs and.groans that are notto be'utter?d, can-:imply no more; 
than His exciting in us the proper affeCtions: of Prayer 5+ and in 
this ſenſe he is ſaid:in.the next Verſe, to make interceſſion for the 
Saints, according.to the will of God, viz. By inabling them toof- 
fer vpthe matter of Prayer to:God with tuchy fervent and de- 
yout afteftions, as are neceſſary to render-it acceptable to Him; 
yhich-is properly to intercede for us ; 'for as Chriſt, whois our: | 
Airs in Heaven, doth offter-up our Prayers to the: Father, 
and inforce them-with His own interceſfions3.. ſo His -Spirit, 
who is our Advocate upon, Earth): begets in as thoſe alfeftions, 
which render qur Prayers prevalcntz:and wings them wits fer- 
| > > VOUT:: 
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your and ardency :. The One pleads with God for us inour own 
hearts, by kindling ſuch deſires there, as render our Prayers 
acceptable to Him ; and the Other pleads with Him for us in 
Heaven, by preſenting thoſe deſires, and ſoliciting their ſupply 
and acceptance. And thus, you ſee what that ſtanding and or- 
dinary Operation is, which the Scripture attributes to the Spirit 
1n- Prayer. TE nn ; 

And now, before I proceed to determin the preſent caſe, I 
ſhall only fartker inquire, what it means by that Phraſe of ſtin- 
ting. and limiting the Spirit. - In ſhort therefore, to ſtint or 1i- 
' mit the Spirit, is a modern Phraſe, of which, there is not the 
leaſt intimation in Scripture, or Antiquity ; but ?tis aterm of 
Art coin'd and invented by our Brethren, and apply*'d only to 
the preſent controverſie, concerning the lawfulneſs of Forms 
of Prayer. Which, by the way, 1s a plain evidence, that this 
argument againſt Forms, viz. That they ſtint the Spirit, is 
very new. fince, though Forms of Prayer were uſed, not only 
in the Scripture Ages, as I ſhall ſhew hereafter, but. alſo in all. 
ſucceſſive Ages of Chriſtianity; yet, till-very lately, we never 
ver heard one ſyllable of ſtinting or limiting the Spirit by 
them. : | 

The meaning of which Phraſe. is this ; . That-by.uſing Forms. 
of Prayer, we hinder. the. Spirit from affording us ſome -aſ- 
ſiſtance 1n Prayer,. which otherwiſe we-might reaſonably expect 
from them 3. for ſo our Brethren explain the Phraſe, . viz. That 
by confining our- ſelves to .a Form of Words,. we reſtrain the 
Spirit from giving us that. aſſiſtance, which -he ordinarily youch- 
{afes in conceiy'd Prayer. —_ CO ns Oe ORE rn MEL 

And now, having fully ſtated the Caſe, the reſolution of it 
will be. ſhort and eaſie. Ir hath been ſhewn at large, that there, 
are two ſorts of aſliſtances in Prayer, which the Scripture at- 
tributes to the Spirit ;, the firſt extraordinary, .and temporary, 
v/z, The:immediateinſpiration.of the matter, and words-.of. 
Prayer : The ſecond ordinary, and abiding, viz. Exciting the. 
deyotion, and proper affections of Prayer : If therefore the 
Spirit be ſtinted, hinder'd, or reſtraiwd, by Forms 'of Prayer, 
it-muſt-be either from inſpiring.the words and matter, or from 
exciting. the affeCtions of Prayer ; as.for the latter, to which. 
this Phraſe. of ſtinting is . never apply'd by our Brethren, I, 
ſhall diſcourſe of it. at large in the. third Caſe, wherein 1 ſhall. 
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endeavour to/prove, That Forts of Prayer are ſo far from-re-' 


ſtraining the devotion of it, that they very much promote and 
- improve it. And as for the former, v/z. The inſpiration of . 


the matter and words of Prayer, that I have prov'd was ex- 
traordinary, and intended only 'as other miraculous Gifts were, 
for the-firſt propagation of the Goſpel; and therefore, ſince 
as to this matter, the Spirit hath ſtinted himſelf, it's certain, 
that Forms of Prayer cannot ſtint him; for, How can that be 
ſtinted, which is not ? and, if now there be no ſuch thing as 
immediate inipiration-of Prayer, How can it be limited -by: a 
Form of Prayer ? In a word; if the Spirit of his own accord 
hath long ſince withdrawn this/Gift of inſpiration, How can it 
be now ſaid, That He is reſtrain*d from communicating it by 
any cauſe without Him ? 


\% 
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| Whether the Uſe of Publick, Forms, be not a ſinful neglebt of 1ht . 


Miniſterial Gift of Prayer ? 


In order to the reſolution of which Caſe, it would be neceſſa- | 
ry togivea brief ſtate of it, according as It is put, and -urg?d 


by our Brethren. By the Gift of Prayer then, they mean an” 


ability to expreſs our minds toGod in Prayer,or to offer up our: 
deſires and affeftions to Him in words, befitting the matter of 
them : which ability, ſay they, is given by God to his Mini- 
ſters, as a means of publick Prayer, and in order to their being 
the Mouths of their Congregations to God, to repreſent ro Him 
the common Caſes and Neceſſities of their People; and there- 
foreſince God, ſay they, hath given us this Gift, as a means of 
Dublick Deyotion, and in order to our offering up the Prayers of 
the People, it may be juſtly queſtion*d, whether we may lay 
fully-omit the uſe of it, by uſing publick Forms-of other mens' 
compoſure. ' 2 3 WA 
" Now, beforel enter into a particular conſideration of this 

Caſe, I ſhall briefly premiſe theſe two things : : 

I. That this Caſe concerns the Clergy only, and not theLai- 
ty : For ſuppoſe that it be unlawful for Miniſters to omit the 
uſe of their own abilities, to expreſs the Devotions of. their 
Congregations; What'is that to thePeople 7 are they —_ 
55: wal table 
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table for their Minifters faults ? or will God reject their ſincere 
Devotions, becauſe the Perſon that utters them 1s guilty of a 
finfol omiſſion ? If fo, it will be of dangerous conſequence to 
them to joyn in any publick Prayers at all, whether they be - 
Forms, or Extemporary; they being every whit as accounta- 
ble for the nonſenſe, impertinence, and irreverence of their 
Miniſters in the latter, as for their omitting the uſe of their 
own abilities in the former : If therefore,this omiſſion bea ſin, 
It is the fin of the Miniſter ; as for the People, they joyn with 
him indeed, in offering up the matter of Prayer, which is con- 
tain'd in the Form he pronounces, but they joyn not with him 
in the omitſlion of the uſe of his ability ; that is his own proper 
a&t and deed ; and therefore, if it be unlawful, it's he, and he 
only that is accountable for .it : And if the matter of Prayer, in 
which they joyn with him, be good; and expreſs'd in decent 
and ſuitable words, they joyn with him in nothing but what is 
acceptable to God ; and *tis not to be imagind, that God will 
be angry with them, becauſe he negleRed to expreſs their deſires 
in words of his own compoſure and invention. 

2.. [ſhall alſo-premiſe, That this. is not the caſe of the Cler- 
gy of-the Church: of England, who, though they ſtand obliged: 
ro. the:conſtant uſe of a ſtated Liturgy, yet are:not hereby re- 
ſftrain'd from: the exerciſe of their own abilities in: publick: 
Prayer :. For, after they have finiſh?d. the Service appointed iw 
the: Liturgy, they are: permitted to uſe their own conceiv?#Þ 
Prayers in the Pulpit;” inwhich they have the ſame liberty, that; 
the. diſſenting Miniſters can claim. or pretend to: That is; to. 
expreſs in:their own words, all the matter of publick Prayer; . 
with all the ſobriety, affection, and ſeriouſneſs. they are ablez-. 
And a Jong and. unreſtrain?d permiſſion of our Govyernours;. 
though:it'be againſt Law, is a kind of allowance; .until they re-- 
inforce.the Law upon our parties;. and ſome there:are'who be- 
leve the:conceiv*d Prayersz. which we- generally uſe; to be ex-- 
preſly allow*d in our 55th. Canon; which'dire&ts;, That before 
alt Sermons, Lettures, and Homilies,. the Preachers and Miniſters 
Jhall-move the People to joyn with them in Prayer, in this form, on-to-. 
this effect, as briefly as conveniently they may. . Now that, !to- chis: 
eff ect, asit ſtands oppoſed toth:s.form,..is meant ſome:ÞPrayerof. 
our own,. compoſed. to-this purpoſe;; ſeems in their'opittion ves« + 
ry. probable from. what: is generally praRiſfed in the wg 25rd 
which 
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ferr'd on: rightly ordained Miniſters, our Brethren ſhould nor 
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which, in doubtful caſes, is the beſt explication of her meaning: 


Since therefore the uſe of our Liturgy doth not exclude the ex- 
erciſe of our Gift of Prayer, but leaves usfree to exert it, fo far 


asirt is fit; that is, with convenzent brevity, I ſee not how this 


Caſe can concern our Clergy ; for if the evil of Forms conſiſts 
in the Miniſters omiſſion of his own Gifr, as this Caſe ſuppoſes, 
than where the uſe of Forms doth not oblige us to this omiſſion, 
but leaves us as free, to exerciſe this Gift, as thoſe are who uſe 
no Forms at all, the ſuppoſed evilisremov'd from it. 
Having premiſed theſe things, I ſhall proceed to a particular 
reſolution of the Caſe, which I ſhall do in theſe following Pro- 
poſitions. - | 2 
1- That this Miniſterial Gift of Prayer, or ability to expreſs 
in our own words, the common Devotions of our Congregati- 
ons to God, is either natural, or acquir'd. - *Tis true, :ifiwe had 
any reaſon to believe, that in their admiſſion to..holy Orders, 
God did inſpire his Miniſters with this ability, we might thence 
more plauſibly infer, that *twas his will that we ſhould ordina-. 
rily exerciſe it, and that it was not lawful to-neglect or omir it, 
by uſing Forms of other mens compoſure; -it being unlikely, that 
God ſhould inſpire them with. an ability, which He did not in-: 
tend they ſhould make nfe of ; butt of God's inſpiring us in our” 
Ordination with this Gift, -or Ability, we have not only no pro- 
miſe in Scripture, which is-theonly Foundation upoa which we 
can reaſonably:expeCt it: -but in fact, we have noexperlience of. 
any ſuch matter among us ; for not only we, but the Diſlenting' 
Miniſters muſt own, 4f-they will ſpeak ingenuouſly, thar juſt be-: 
fore their Ordination, they were as able to expreſs the Devo-: . 
tions of a Congregation, as they were juſt afrer ; which ſhews 
that.they. had no new ability to Pray, inſpired 1n their Ordinas«. 
tion; And as yet, I could never find any proof, either from' 
Scripture; :or:Experiences. that this ability. to Pray in. words of. 
our own compoſures. had any thing more in 1t, than a prompt! 


neſs of invention and ſpeech ; which ſome men have by nature, 
and which others have acquired. by art and practice ; and if ſo... 


this ability is no otherwiſe the Gift of God, than our natural | 
ſtrength .and vigour, or-our 'skill- in Languages and Hiſtory. : 
And methinks it's very ſtrange, that after all this talk of the 
Gift of Prayer; which is ſuppoſed ordinarily at leaſt to be con-- 


: be 
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be able to produce one Promiſe, wherein God hath ingag'd 
Himſelf, to confer it ; no, nor one Text of Scripture, which 
implies ſuch a Promiſe; all that He hath promiſed. His Mini- 

| ſters, is, to concur with their honeſt indeavours, ſo far forth, 
as it?s neceſſary to inable them to diſcharge the Duties of their 
Office, and to ſuppoſe, that they cannot do this, without pray- 
ing E xtempore, or in their own words, 1s to take the matter 1n 
queſtion for granted. : | 
-- 2, That this natural or acquired Git, is no where appropria- 
ted by God to prayer, but lefr common to other uſes, and -pur- 
poſes ; For though, in Miniſters eſpecially, it is ordinarily cal- 
led a Gift of Prayer, yet it is no where {titled ſo in Scripture : 
Indeed, the ability of praying in unknown lauguages, is once 
called a Gift, as I obſerved before; but as for this ordinary abi- 
lity, whether natural, or acquir'd, of praying in our native 
Language, it is no where ſpoken of in -Scripture, under the 
name of a Gift of Prayer ; nor is there the leaſt mention'of any 
ſuch ability given by God to men, purely to inable them topray, 
and unleſs our Brethren can produce ſome Text of Scripture, 
which yet they never attempied, wherein God hath *appro- 
priated this Gift to the purpoſe of Prayerz they: muſt ' give 
us leave to conclude, that He hath left it common to all o- 
ther honeſt uſes, and purpoſes that it can be apply*d to; and 
that in ſhort; ir is nothing but a freedom of Utterance, and 
Elocution, which in ſome is natural, and in ſome acquired, by 
which they-are enabled readily to expreſs their minds to God, 
or men 3 and therefore, 'to how many honeſt purpoſes this com- 
mon Gift of God 1s applicable, ro ſo many it's deſign'd, and 
intended; and conſequently, may as well be calPd the Gift 
of Converſation in good company, and the Gift of Pleading 
at the Bar, and the Gift of Diſputing in the Schools, or the 
Gift of Oratory in the Forum, as the Gift of Prayer 'in pri- 
vate, or publick Worſhip ; /it being, all- bat one and the ſame 
Gift, applied to ſeveral uſes, and purpoſes; accordingly we 
find, that thoſe who have this Gift, have it not only while 
they are ſpeaking in Prayer, but when they are ſpeaking up- 
on other occaſions ; and that ordinarily they can-expreſs them- 
ſelves to Men, with the ſame readineſs and fluency in con- 
verſation, as they expreſs their minds toGod in Prayer ; which 
1s a plain argument, that their Gift is:not appropriate to Pray- 
|P; Cr 
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er, but common to all the other uſes, and purpoſes of Elocu-. 

tLON. | 

- 3. Thatthis Gift of utterance not being appropriated by God 

to Prayer, may upon juſt reaſon, be as lawfully omitted in Pray- 

er» as in any other uſe or purpoſe *tis deſigned for : I do confeſs 
had God any where appropriated it to the end of Prayer, thoſe. 
who have it, were obliged to uſe it to that end, and to omir 
it ordinarily, by confining themſelves to forms of other mens 
inditing, would be to negleCt a means of Prayer of God's ſpe-. 
cial appointment and inſtitution ; for had He any where in- 
timated to us, that He gave it us purely to inable. us to pray 
without . any reſpect to any other end, we could not have omit- 
ted. the uſe. of it in Prayer, without croſling his intention, and. 
fruſtrating Him of the only end for. which He intended it, 
but ſince. He hath given us no ſuch- intimation,. we may juſtly; 
conclude; that He intends it in common, for 21l thoſe honeſt 
ends,: to, which. -it.. is applicable, and. if ſo, "tis no more un- 
lawful to omit uſing 1t to one end, than to another ; ſo that: 
either it, muſt be wholly unlawful to omit uſing our own Elo- 
cytion to any purpoſe whatſoever, whereynto - it. may be ho-- - it 

neſtly applied, or..it muſt be-lawful to omit it.in Prayer 3 and; * þ 

conſequently, ſuppoſing I have this Gift of utterance, either 1 " 

may not uſe a form in Petitioning_my Prince,. or a Court of: 
Juſtice, or I may uſe a form in addreſling my ſelf to God in 

Prayer, ſince my Gift is common to both theſe purpoſes, and. 
no more appropriated to the one, than the other : In ſhort; 
therefore, as for thoſe common Gifts of God, which are ap- 

- licable. to ſundry purpoſes, and which He- intends ho more: 
for one, than for- another; it is left to our own liberty and.:. 
diſcretion, whether .we will apply,them to this. or that par- 
ticular or no; and na:Man 1s obliged to uſe his Gift to all. 
thoſe juſt and lawful purpoſes it is capable of, and. if he hath . 
two Gifts, which ferve to .the-lame purpoſe, there 1s no doubt; - 
but he may.lawfully omit the one, and:-uſe. the other as he ſees -. 
occaſion ; and ſo it-is. with this' Gift of utterance, which js. 
naturally  ſeryiceable to ſundry,excellent purpoſes, and among - 
others, to this of expreſſing our _.minds to God in Prayer, 
but it being ſerviceable to this tn common. with others, it is 
left to.our liberty, whether we. will imploy 1t 1n this, in that, - 
or in another purpoſe; and we are neither obliged to imploy- 
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it in all, nor in this more than in another, but if we have a” 
nother por ger is ſerviceable to the purpoſe of Prayer, as 


well as this df utterance, It 1s left to our own plous diſcre- 
tion, whether we will uſe this or the other; 10 that, unleſs 
our Brethren can prove, that this Gift of Utterance, or Elo- 
cution, is, by ſpecial command of God, made an appro- 
priate means of Publick Prayer, they will never be able 
to prove} either that it is more unlawful*to omit the uſe of 
it in Prayer, than in any other Office of Elocution, or that. 
if we have any other means of Prayer, we are determined 
to this, more than to another. 

4. That to read our deſires to God, in other Mens Words, 
is as much a means of Prayer, as to ſpeak them in our own; 
for to ſpeak in our' own Words, is no otherwiſe a means of 
Publick Prayer, than as it ſerves to expreſs to God, the Com- 
mon caſes and neceſſities of the Congregation ; and if theſe 
may be as well expreſt, by Reading them in other Mens Words, 
as by ſpeaking them in ous own, the end of Publick Prayer 
is as cffeCtually ſerv*d by the one, as by the other, and ſure 
no man will deny, but that, by a Form of Words compo- 
ſed by another, he may expreſs the common Deyotions of 2 
Congregation, as well as by extempore or premeditated words 
of his own invention ; for this would be in effet to fay, that 
none.but himſelf can compoſe a publick Prayer, or at leaſt 
none ſo well as he; for, if another Prayer may be as ex- 
preſſive of the Devotions of a Congregation as his own, I 
can ſee no reaſon why the reading of that, may not be as 
proper a means of publick Prayer, as the ſpeaking of this ; 
here then are two means of Prayer, viz. Reading other mens 
Forms, and ſpeaking our own Conceptions:; and therefore, 
unleſs our Brethren can prove, that God hath expreſly choſen 
the one, and rejected the other, they muſt acknowledge both 
to be lawful; and if we cannot lawfully omit the one, bes 
cauſe it is a means of Prayer, neither can we lawfully ofnit 
the other, becauſe it is ſo too : and therefore, either we muſt 
be oblig'd to uſe them both, which is impoſſible at the ſame 
time, or we muſt be left at liberty to uſe either, according 
to our own diſcretion. In ſum therefore, ſince we are not 
inſpired with any peculiar Gift of Prayer in our ordination, 
and ſince our Gift of praying» in- our own words, is: not ap». 
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Propriated by God to this uſe, but left in common to other 
purpoſes, - and ſince what is not appropriated by God, may 
be lawfully omitted, when there are other means of Prayer 
and ſince, in fat, there is another means of Prayer belides 
this of praying in our own words, v:z. Praying in the words 
of others, which God hath left as free to us, as the former ; 
it plainly follows from the whole, that to omit the uſe of 
our own Gift, and in the ſtead of it, to uſe that other Gift 
of praying, in the words of others, 1s not in it ſelf any way 
finful or unlawful. : . + - | FS 


_ «Caſe III 


Whether the Uſe of Publick, Forms of Prayer, doth not deaden 
the Devotion of Prayer * . | 


.* For thus our Brethren argue; that' by the command of God, 
we-'-are obliged, not only to pray, but to pray with the ut- 
molt devotion we are able, and accordingly to uſe ſuch means 
of Prayer, as are moſt apt to heighten and intend our De- 
votion ; and thus far we agree with them ; if therefore Forms - 
are in themſelves, and nor through our fault, and erroneous 
prejudice, -leſs apt to quicken and 'raiſe devotion, than con» - 
ceiv'd Prayers; It will be granted. of all hands, that.this is 
a good Argument againſt the uſe'of them. This therefore 
is the caſe wherein we differ ; our Brethren ſay, That Forms 
of Publick Worſhip (for ?tis that we are now diſcourſing 6 
are: in themſelves apt to diſpirit and deaden the Denetion 
of thoſe that uſe them ; we ſay the contrary, viz, *That pyb- 
lick Forms. are. in theriiſelves more apt to improve and quic- 
ken the common Devotions, than Extemporary Prayers of 
the Miniſters own conceiving: In order therefore to the 
clearing, and full reſolution of this Caſe, we will briefly en- 
quire Into theſe three things.. £ 


- 1. What theſe advantages to publick Devotion are, which 

conceived, or extemporary Prayers pretend to ? 

* 2... Whether theſe advantages are not for the moſt part fan- 

taſtical and imaginary, and whether ſo far as they are real, they 

are not much more peculiar to Forms,than to exrempore Fong ? 
3. Whe- 
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3. Whether, beſides theſe common advantages, publick 


Forms have not peculiar advantages, which cenceiv'd Prayers 
cannot pretend to ? | 


1, We will enquire what thoſe advantages to the publick 
Devotions are, which conceiv'd or extemporary Prayers pre- 
tend to; in ſhort, it is pretended in the behalf of conceiv'd 
Prayers, that they do much more fix the attention, and raiſe 
the intention of the Peoples minds in Prayer, than publick 
Forms ; that is> That they do more [confine the rovings of 
mens thoughts in Prayer, and keep their Minds more atten- 
tive to it> and that they do much more warm and enliven 
their AﬀeCtions 1n it; for, ſay our Brethren, The Devotions 
of the People are very much rais'd or deaden*d by the per- 
formance of the Miniſter, according as 'he is more or leſs 
devout in it; and as for the Miniſter, he muſt needs be much 
more devout in a Prayer of his own concelving, than in the 
uſe of a publick Form ; becauſe firſt, ſay they, *Tis impoſ- 
ſible, for him to keep his mind 1o attentive in reading a 
Prayer, as in concelving one 1n his own mind, and ſpeaking 
it from his own conceptions. the care of performing, which 
naturally. bounds the wanderings of his thoughts, and keeps 
them more fixt and attentive; and ſecondly, Becauſe, whea 
he utters his words immediately from his affe&ions, his thoughts 
have not that ſcope to wander, as when he reads them out 
of a Book. And as conceiy*d Prayer doth -more fix the atten- 
tion-of the Miniſter, ſo it doth alſo more raiſe his inten- 
tions. or in other words, more warm and inflame his AﬀeCti- 
ons; for firſt, Whereas in reading a Form; his- AﬀeCtions: 
follow his words, and are raiſed and;excited by.them, in con- 
ceived Prayer, his words follow his AﬀeCctions, and are im- 
mediately utter'd from, and indited by them ; and ſecondly, 
How 1s it poſlible, ſay they, that the words of another, which 
he' reads out. of: a Form, ſhould- fo' well expreſs his Aﬀecti- 
ons as. his own; beſides thirdly, . That while he is reading 
*his Form, his Soul 1s ſo. intent in- direfting his Eye- to read; 
that it cannot direC&t his Aﬀections to God, with that fervour 
and. intention, as it might do in conceiv'd Prayer. Theſe are: 
the ſuppoſed- helps which the-Miniſters devotion, and from 
ks the Peoples receive. from conceiv?d Prayers, phos 
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Forms of Prayer can afford : And as conceiv'd Prayer hath 
theſe peculiar advantages toraiſe the Miniſters devotion, and 
by his the Peoples; fo it hath another advantage, by . which 
It more immediately influences the devotion of: the People, 
viz, That the »matter of it 1s ſtill expreſt in new words, 
which--muſt needs much more affect the attention of the Peo- 
ple, than when it: is always expreſt in the ſame words, 
without any variation ; And this, ſo far as I can gather from 
the Writings of- our Brethren, is the ſum of what they plead 
in behalf of conceiv*d Prayer, as to its peculiar adyantageouſl- 
neſs to publick Devotion above ſtated Forms. | 
 _ 2. Eherefore wewill inquire whether theſe Advantages are 
not in a great meaſure imaginary, and whether ſo far as they 
are real, they are not much more peculiar to Forms, than 
to conceiv'd Prayer. And here I will readily grant, that by 
 expreſling a ſerious and devout affeftion, the Miniſter doth 
really advantage the Devotion of the Congregation, even as 
by his good example in all other things, he excites the peo-. 
ple to a pious and virtuous imitation; in whoſe Eyes de= 
votion neyer looks ſo amiable, as when ?tis expreſt in ſert- 
ous and well compog?d: words, accompanied with a devout, a 
ſober, and affeCtionate behaviour: both which are equally ne= 
cellary tg excite the devotion of the People: if therefore it 
be really true, that the uſe of conceived or extempore Prayer, . 
IS in jts own nature moſt apt to fix the attention, and excite 
the intention of the Minifter in Prayer, it muſt be confeſt, that 
herein it hath the advantage of Forms. 1. Therefore we 
will inquire, whether theſe advyaiitages it pretends to' as to 
the exciting the Miniſters attention in Prayer, be rea], or no : 
The firſt advantage is, that the very conceiving the matter of 
his Prayer, and ſpeaking it from his own conceptions, doth 
naturally more bind his attention, than the reading, it out of 
a Form ; but I beſeech you, What doth it more bind him to 
attend to? 1s It to attend to the words and phraſes ? 'if 'ſo, 
then ?tis not ito attend to the afts of Prayer, or is it'to at- 
tend to: thoſe :a&ts, which are the proper buſineſs' of-Prayer ?* 
that is, tobe aſham'd of-fin, and to bewail it in confeſſion, 
to be ſenſible of the common wants, and common dependan- 
cies upon God, for ſupply in petition, to admire God's per- 
fefQtions, -and. gratefully commemorate his goodneſs in are 
| Gag ; .Aan 
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and thankſgiving ; for in theſe things the true devotion, both 
of Miniſter and People conſiſts ; and *tis only by being an 
example of theſe in his Prayer, that the Miniſter excites the 
Devotion of his People: tis by confeſſing fin, as if he were 
aſham'd of, and ſorry for it, that he excites their ſhame and 
ſorrow ; by petitioning for mercy, as if he were ſenſible of 
the want of it, and did heartily deſire it, and depended up- 
on God for it, that he excites their ſenſe of need, and their 
deſire, and hope of relief, and ſupply ; by praifing and thank- 
ing God, as if he heartily admired His excellencies, and - 
gratefully reſented his goodneſs, that he excites their admi- 
ration and gratitude ; that mode of Prayer therefore which. 
is moſt apt to fix the Miniſters attention to theſe aCts of De- 
votion, muſt needs be moſt apt to excite the Devotions of the 
people : Now as for the mode of praying from his own con- 
ceptions, I really think that it is mvch more apt to unhx 
the Miniſters attention to theſe afts, than that of praying by 
a Form; becauſe it forces am to attend to other things at 
the ſame time, viz, The recolle&tion. of matter, and 1nven- 
tion of ſuitable expreſſions, which muſt more or leſs diverc 
him from attending to the inward aCts of devotion, accor- 
ding as his fancy and tongue are more or leſs pregnant and 
voluble; it being impoſlible for him to attend at the fame . 
time, to ſeveral things, as cloſely as he may to one: But- 
when he prays by a Form, his mattes and words are read 
before him, and fo he' hath nothing elſe to do, but to at- 
_ tend to his devotion; and certainly, when a Man hath but 
one thing to do- in prayer, he may attend to that more fix- 
edly and cloſely, than when he hath two or three: ?Tis true, - 
by being releaſed from attending to the invention of his - 
matter and words ; his Mind is more-at leaſure to wander, 
and inſtead of attending as he ought more cloſely to- the 
atts of Devotion, by imploying thoſe thoughts, which. in con-. 
rely*d Prayer, he imploys in- invention, in a cloſer attention - 
to the afts of Devotion, he may, if he pleaſe, permit them - 
to rove. abroad ; but if he doth,. the fault is in himſelf, and - 
not in the Form he prays by: The deſign of his Form, is» 
to. releaſe his Ming from all other huſmeſs in prayer, but. 
only that of inward devotion, whith is -the life of prayer, 
that fo it may be the more attentive-to it; but if, W—_— 
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of applying his Mind to this deſign, he ſuffers it to wander 
abroad, ' he makes an ill uie of a good thing, and conyerts 
that which 1s in it ſelf a help to devotion, into an occaſi- 
on of indeyotion : But *tis objected, that while his thoughts 
are imployed in inventing the matter and words of his Pray- 
er, they are attending to the duty of Prayer, and while they 
are ſo, they are well imploy'd, though they ſhould not be 
ſo attentively fixt upon the inward devotion of Prayer, as 
they might be in the uſe of a Form: to which, in .ſhort, I 
anſwer, That to invent the matter and words of Prayer, is 
not. to pray, but to ſtudy a Prayer; and till our Brethren 
have proved, that our inventing the matter and words, 1s a 
part of our duty of Prayer, which is the Queſtion in debate 
between us, we can by no means grant, that our attention 
to 1t, 1s attending to the. duty of Prayer ; we believe, 'Thtt 
when -we pray deyoutly by a Form, we diſcharge the whole 
duty of Prayer, though we: do not invent the matter and 
words our ſelves, and when we ſee the contrary proved, we 
w1ll not only yield that to attend to inventing} 1s to attend 
to the duty of Prayer ; but that it is unlawful to pray by 
a Form : But in the mean time, we can yield neither one, 
nor Y2other- Seeing then that Forms are in themſelves more 
apt to fix the Miniſters attention to the inward atts of de- 
votion, and ſeeing that *tis by attending to- theſe acts, or 


at; leaſt by ſeeming to do ſo, that he influences the attention 
of the people, it neceſſarily follows, That in this reſpeCt,' 
Forms are more advantageous to publick devotion, .than con» 


ceiv'd or extemporary Prayer. But then, - 


'2;, Tt is pretended, that conceiv*d prayer is in it ſelf more . 


apt to fix the Miniſters attention in prayer than Forms, be- 


cauſe in conceiv*d prayer he utters his words immediately 
from his affeftions, by reaſon of which, his thoughts have 
Not. that ſcope to wander, as when he reads them out ofa. 
Book : to which, in ſhort, I anſwer, That if he hath deyonr 
affeftions, -he may utter his words, as immediately from his. 
affections in a Form, as in-a cpnceiv'd prayer ; and there-; Uyy 
fore-this pretence is altogether. inſignificant 3 for his own in-. %þg 
yention is as much a medium between his affeCtions and ut-, Ui 
 terance in praying exteinpore, as the Book in praying by a 
Form ; .as for inſtance, Suppoſe, that in confeſling lin, be O . 
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afſeted with ſhame and ſorrow, he cannot expreſs it in words, 
but by uſing his own invention, or a Form, and whether gc 
uſes one, or Lother, he uſes a medium to expreſs it; and why 
thoſe words, which he reads, ſhould not be as immediate to his 
affetions, as thoſe which he invents, provided they do as fully 
expreſs them, I am not able to apprehend 3; 1n ſhort therefore, 
if he hath devout affections, they will at leaſt as much confine 
his thoughts from wandering when he prays by form, as when 
he prays Extempore, if he hath not, he cannot utter his words 
from his afte&tions, either in the one or t'other. 

2. We will inquire whether thoſe advantages which our Bre- 
thren aſcribe to conceiv?d Prayer above forms, as to the raiſ- 
ing the Miniſters intention in Prayer, be real, or no : firlt they 
pretend that in reading a form, his affections follow his words) 
and are raiſed and excited by. them : whereas in praying Extem- 
pore, his words follow his affeftions. This1 confeſs a very 
curious diſtin&tion, but I am not able to apprehend either whar 
foundation there is for it, or how it is applicable to the matter ; 
for firſt what neceſſity is there either that his affections ſhould 
follow his words in a form, more than in a conceiv*d Prayer, 
or that his words ſhould follow his affections in a conceiv?*d 
Prayer, more than ina form ? why may not a man be devout- 
ly aftefted with the matter he prays for, before he expreſſes it 
in a form of words, as well as before he expreſles it Extempo- 
re ? ſince if he be acquainted with the form, he cannot but 
know before-hand what he is to pray for in it;and therefore if he 
be truly devout, cannot but be affefted with it, before he prays 
for it; and ſo on the other hand, why may nota man as well 
be unaffected with the matter he prays for in conceiy*d Prayer, 
till he hath expreſt it, as with the matter he prayes for in a 
Form ? for what reaſon can be aſſign*d, ' why the affeftion may 
not follow the words, and be excited by them in the one, as 
well as in the other'? may not a manpray inconſiderately, and: 
lufter his tongue,to run before his heart in both?and may not his 
altections,which were before aſleep, be awakened by the ſound of 
tus words 1n either?In ſhort therefore,fince in praying by a Form, 
a man may know as well at leaſt, and hath as much time to con- 
{ider the matter he is to pray for before-hand, as in praying Ex- 
tempore 3 what reaſon 1s there why it ſhould be more difficutr 
ter-2im toaffeX his ſoul beforehand with ir in the one; than in 
| E Le 
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the other. ? and if it be equally hard. and eaſie in both, then 
*gs equally poſlible for his afteCtions to go before, or follow 
bis words 1n either. But then ſecondly, ſuppole.it. were true, 
that in conceiv'd *Prayer the words follow the affections,: ang 
in a Form, the affections the words ; How doth it from hence 


follow. that conceiv*d Prayer doth more.intend and heighten 


the affeftions, than Forms ? what. reaſon can there be a{- 


ſigwd, why thoſe aQts of inward affeCttions, which follow our 
words in Prayer, ſhould not. be as intenſe and vigorous, as 
thoſe which go before them? why. may not” a Man exert as 
flagrant an act of deſire, immediately after..he hath expreſt 
his Petition, as immediately before ? eſpecially if that be. 
true. which our Brethren affirm, and which moſt men find by 
experience; That the words of Prayer, if they. are proper 
and expreſlive, do naturally, quicken and. excite the affecti- 
ons; ſo that, if it- be the matter only that excites the af- 
feRions, they may be as. vehemently excited after the ,words 


- are ſpoken, as before ;. if it be the words. alſo, the affefti- 


ons mult be leſs vehemently excited before the words, than 
after: In ſhort therefore, when the Miniſter . prays in. pub= 


' lick, whether-it be by. Form, or -extempore,, he. prays. on, 


without making any long pauſes between; one Petition and as 
nother ; ſo that, as ſoon as ever he hath conceiv'd: the ' mat- 
ter, he expreſles it, and whether it be immediately before, 
or immediately after, or while he- is expreſling it, that he 
joyns his affetion to it, there can; be no reaſon. aſſign'd,. if 
it be the matter he. joyns them. to, why, he ſhould. more af-: 
felt it now, than then; there being; _— in the order, 
of before or after. to raiſe. and: excite his afteftion : And if 
ſo, his affeCtions following his words, though it were neceſ- 
fary to his praying by a- Form, can be no diſadvantage to 
his Devotion,. nor. the contrary. an advantage. to it, though, 
it were neceſſary to his praying extempore: But then ſecond- 
Iy, It is. pretended, That the Miniſter: cannot ſo well expreſs 
his devout affections in other mens words,. as.in his own ; 
and therefore, when he prays in a Form of words of other 
mens compoſure, *tis impoſlible his attecticns ſhould be fo . 
livelily repreſented, as when he prays extempore : To which, 
in ſhort, I anſwer, That the Miniſters dn{ineſs, in. publick 
Prayer, is not to expreſs the degrees and heighths of his 

| Own 
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own: affections, or to acquaint God of the particular and ex- 
traordinary - fervencies of his .own Soul: For, in- publick, he 
prays: as. the common mouth. of the Congregation;: and there- 
fore he ought not to-expreſs to God; in the name: of the 
Peoplez:any» matter [that is pecutiar:to'himfelf, ori to repre- 


{ent his-own -particulat extraordinary fervours, as: the- com- 


mon caſe of the Congregation, but his words ought to be 
ſuch, as eyery honefſt-and ordmary Chriſtian'may truly joyn 
with,..as the tenſe and - meaning of his own Soul ; :and- for 
him- to expreſs to-;God, . in the [name 'of the: People,'i ſach 
heighths of Devotion, as: few ''or- none of them are artived 
tO, is as bad, as to conteſs, in their names, ſuch ſins to-God, 
as few or none of them are guilty. of. So that, if the Mi- 
niſter hath ſuch peculiar heighths: of affe&tion, as can be fitly 
expreſt only. in his own words, he ought. not to-tell God of 
them in a publick ,Prayer; in; which-he is: to expreſs-nothi 
but. what-is the'true and | common'ifenſe 'of 'eyery_ honeſt at 
lincere Chriſtian 3'and this.certainly may*be-as fitly: expreſt in 
another Man's. words, as in his own; :utileſs we will ſuppoſe, 
that no Man can . ſo 'well expreſs the © common fenfe of 'a 
Chriſtian Congregation, as . he |. that prays'extempore; yea, 
and that he: himſe}f cannot ſo:fitly expreſs? it 'iny premedita- 
ted wards, as in":extemporary ones;;neither of ' which Ifap- 
poſt any' ſober Diſfenter' will affirm; Bur then” Thirdly: /atid 
Laſtly, it. 1s :alſo pretended, - that in the uſe of Forms, the 
Miniſters Soul 1s. ſo. ingaged: in direfting his Eye" to read, 
that. it 'cannot be! fo; intenſly : affefted with what ' he*prays 
for, : as when-he: prays-:extempore 35 21- arifwer :to which; -T 
leave? the Reader \to-judge,' whether the xecolleRing of 'the 
- mabter.of 'Prayer, the. diſpoſing of* it into a due method; '8rd 

Inventing of proper phraſes to expreſs it (neither of: which 
are ads; of Prayer, as I ſhew?d before) muſt not much more 
buſie, :and& ingagethe- Miniſters Soul. whenhe is praying pub- 
lickly,:than the direfting-of-his:Eye-to read; thats," Whe- 
ther 'one that hath ;fo: perfet/ @!habit of reading,” as that he 
can reatlily' ;exerciſe-it without imploying : ohe” thought about 
It, cannot :read a Prayer more. ealily, than invent one ? for 
10 much eaſier as. it::is'to Tead, than toinvent 'a Prayer; '1o 
much-leſs his Soul: hath to-divertiit from being affefted with 
what he prays:for when þ& prays byia Form,” than' wheir ke 
RAT, T: Prays 
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prays extempore. And thus you ſee that thoſe- advantages 
-which: are-aſcribed to conceiv'd prayer, as to the'raifing.the 
Miniſters Devotion, are ſuch as are either imaginary, Or 
as, ought rather! to be aſcribed to Forms. | 
- But It is pretended, that Forms of Prayer do not only 
deaden- the Miniſters Devotion, and fo, by- conſequence, - the 
Peoples, but that they do alſo deaden the Peoples by a more 
direCt and- immediate influence, becauſe they ſtill expreſs the 
matter of Prayer in the ſame words, which; when the. Peo- 
ple- have often: heard, will -be apt .to cloy their attention, 
whereas, the very. newneſs: -and- variety of words, : in ' which 
conceiy 4. Prayers -are. expreſt;, doth naturally awaken and en- 
tertain their minds, and keep them more fixt and intent. For 
anſwer -whereunto, .let,us conſider upon what it” is, that this 
novelty and variety, of expreſſion, doth keep our minds ſo fixt 
and 1ntent.on.z-1s 1tvponithe matter of Prayer ? doubtleſs Noz 
for that: is generally.the ſame, eſpecially:the matter .of publick 
Prayer-z ard” therefore, if-it were that: that fixt-our' minds, 
*twould as well do-it-in "the fame, as in new and yaried'exs 
preſſions, and ſince--the matter of :publick © Prayer is old; 
and for. the- main; will be always ſoz. why ſhould it not as 
well, affect ys in; old words, as: in. new, provided they ex- 
preſt; it with equal propriety and- fitneſs 3. but if- it be meer- 
ly the newneſs-of the phraſe tis exprelt in, that fixes their 
a: :. There is nothing in ir, but a meer ſurpriſe and a- 
muſement of their- fancies, which; inſtead of fixing, doth un- 
fix their: minds from the internal afts of Prayer, . and "divert 
its attention from-the devotion to :the:oratory. of it ; ſo that; 
this fixation ' of their- minds on-the-novelty-of theiphraſe and | 
method" of Prayer, cis ſo. far fron being ':an- advantage, that - 
”tis-a diſtraCtion to their deyotion. As for Borms of Prayer, 
there is no doubt, but: they may be compoſed with the: ſame. 
advantage: of expreſlion,: and pronounced .with the-ſame.at? 
fetion, - as the Prayers- of our-own extempore compoſure, and 
if they are ſo, they will--have-the.: ſame advantage of the 
muſick- of ſpeech-; to: excite ' the Devotions of the People 3 
but- as-for- novelty- of method-and: expreſſion, that may. ins 
deed entertain their minds, and divert-them from-roving out to 
other-obſefts, but even this: entertainment 18 a. roving and 
excurſion .of their. minds from. the .a&ts: of prayer , Ang . 
while - 
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while they. are amuſed with the novelty of the phraſe and me< 
thod of the Prayer can be no-more intent on the deyotion of it: 
than while they are. buſted about ſecular objeQts and affairs. 
And indeed that ſeeming devotion that 15 raiſed in the minds 
of the People by the gingling. of .the Miniſters words about 
their fancies,..is generally. falſe and counterfeit, for as: words 
do naturally impreſs the fancy, ſo the fancy doth naturally 
excite the. {ſenſitive affections; ſo that when the affeQions are 
excited meerly by the art and muſick of the words of Prayer, 
it, is not Devotion but Mechaniſm ; for there is no doubt but: 
men may be, and many times are, ſtrangly affefted with the 
words of Prayer, when they have not the leaſt ſpark of true 
devotion. to the matter of it; for-when they fancy the mat- 
ter of Prayer, and are affeCfted. with it meerly for the ſake 
of the words, the movement of their affeftion will ceaſe as 
ſoon as the impretſion is worn out which the words make up- 
on their fancies, and if in the mean time they happen to hear 
any other matter expreſt in the ſame affeftionate words, they 
will in all probability be-as much affetted with it, as they are 
now with the matter of Prayer; but if the mind be truly 
devout, and doth afteCt the matter of Prayer for it: ſelf and 
and not-for.the ſake of the words, I cannot imagin how new 
words ſhould any way advantage its devotion, unleſs they were 
to expreſs new matter. - Since therefore the. matter of publick. 
Prayer neither is nor ought to be new, unleſs it be upon ex- 
traordinary publick emergencies,. what: colour. of reaſon can 
there be. aſſign*d, why the devotion of the hearers ſhould be 
more -affefted with it. in new words than in old, ſuppoſing 
it, be expreſs'd and pronounced: with the-ſame propriety and 
affection in both? And thus I have ſhewn that thoſe adyan- 
tages of publick Deyotion, which are pretended to_ be pe- 
culiar to conceiv?d Prayers, are for the moſt part imagina- 

ry, and that ſo far forth as they are real they are more pecu- 
liar to_ Forms of Prayer, I proceed to the third and laſt en- 
WER. rx NE Naas. rei: 5 IIS 
- 3. Whether there are not. ſundry advantages of publick 
Deyotion peculiar to Forms of Prayer, which conceived Pray- 
ers cannot pretend to ? That there are, I do affirm, and will 
indeavour to prove by theſe following Ioſtances.. 
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1, One great advantage that is peculiar to publick Forms of 
Prayer, is, That the People may addreſs themſelves to them 
with greater preparation ; for if they pleaſe, they may peruſe 
the words before-hand,; and conſider the ſence and matter of 
them, and ' indeavour to affett their minds with 1t : as for in» 
ſtance, when I know before-hand what words my fins will be 
contelt in, when I am to joyn in the publick Devotions, -I 
can conſider betore-hand the ſenſe and meaning of them, and 
prepare ſuch afteCtions as are ſutable to them; as ſuppoſe-the 
confeſſion be that of our Church's Liturgy, wherein we be- 
gin with Almighty and moſt merciful -Fatker; 1 can conſider'the 
meaning of theſe words before I come to Church ; and- from 
the conſideration of God's Almighty and moſt Merciful na- 
ture, excite my affeftions to an awful dread of his Power; 
and an, ingenuous ſence of his mercy ; by which, when I come 
to joyn with theſe words in the publick confeſſion,” I-ſhall be 
duely affeted with the ſenſe of them, and my fonl will be 
ready melted into all that filial forrow and humiliation for 
my fin, which the confideration that I have offended by it 
an Almighty and moſt merciful Father ſuggeſts; and fo if I 
conſider, and apply before-hand all the reſt of the confeſſion, 
I ſhall thereby tune and ſet my affections to the fence ' and 
matter of each particular phraſe and expreſſion in it; + which 
*twill be impoſſible for me to do when I am'to joyn. with 
an extempore Prayer; becauſe. I cannot know before - hand 
what the phraſes and expreſſions of it will be; beſides which; 
upon the words of publick Forms, there may be 'written ex- 
cellent 'Paraphraſes and Meditations, ſuch as 1s that of the 
Companion to the Temple ;. by reading, of which; the Devotions 
of the People may be very much excited and improved ; whick 
is ſuch an advantage as 'the words of extempore Prayer wilt 
not admit of EE "0 
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2.” Another advantage peculiar to publick Forms, is, That 
in joyning, with them the, People. may pray with more uns | 
derſtanding, than they can well be ſuppoſed ro doz' in con- | 


| 1 COT 
ceiv'd and extempore Prayer, wherein generally the Miniſter 
is ford to make uſe of fiich words .and expreſſions as come 


- firſt to hand, having not leiſure enough to pick and chooſe his 


words; without making long and undecent payſes and inter- 
EN Ne ruptionss 
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ruptions, {fo that ſome times he is.fain to nſe a hard -word, 
which perhaps not half the People underſtand, becauſe an ea- 
fier doth not come to his mind, and ſometimes to intangle 
his expreſſions with long Parentheſes, ſometimes to dar- 
ken his matter with far-fetch*d Metaphors, or to expreſs 
it by halfs in broken Sentences, and ſometimes to run out 
his Periods to an inordinate length, by which the ſence of 
them 1s very much clouded and obſcur'd: Theſe and ſuch 
like inconveniences all the World knows, do very commonly 
attend extempore Eftuſions: and let a- mans fancy and tongue 
be never ſo fluent and voluble, he can never be ſo ſecure 
of expreſſing himſelf intelligibly to the People when he prays 
extempore, as he might be if he took time enough before- 
band to chooſe his words, and form his expreſſions, 1o that the 
People-may be much more ſecure of underſtanding what they 
pray for when they joyn with a Form ,, than when. they 
joyn with an extempore Prayer z for to be- ſure in compoſing 
publick Forms more. care will be taken of the phraſe, that 
the words may fit the matter, and expreſs it intelligibly to 
the People, than there can be in extempore Prayer ; which 
admits of no long conſideration, no alteration upon ſecond 
thoughts, no. after- ſcanning or reviſal, as Forms of Prayer 
do, but it muſt paſs as it happens, whether it be intelligible 
or no, by reaſon of which thoſe who occupy the room of the 
unlearned, are many. times forc'd to break off praying for 
want of underſtanding what the words and expreſſions of the 
Prayer mean 3; for whether the Prayer be ſfoken 77 an un- 
kyown 1 ongie, Or in words that are unintelligible to the peo- 
ple, it is all one to them, for ſtill their: «nderſtanding 15 unfrutt= 
ful, and- ſo long their devotions muſt be broken and inter- 
rupted. 


3- Another adyantage peculiar -to publick Forms, is, T hat: 
the People may joyn with them with much more- faith and 
aſſurance, than they can with extempore Prayers ; it muſt 
doubtleſs be of great advantage to a mans devotion -in pub- - 
lick, to be ſatisfied before-hand that the matter he 1s to pray 
for is good and acceptable to God; for by this means he 
will be inabled to pray on with a ſtronger faith and- furer : 


hope of being heard and accepted ; but this a man can ne- 
L Ver 
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ver be ſatisfied of aforehand, that joyns in extempore Prayer, 
unleſs he hath an implicite faith in his Miniſter, that he will 
ſay nothing to' God but what 'is true, nor ask any thing 
of him but what is lawful; which how he can certainly 
depend on, I cannot imagin , eſpecially conſidering that 
the Miniſter who prays ts many times a ſtranger to him, 
both as to his Perſon and Principles, and for all that he 
knows may be very erronious, raſh, and unadviſed, or ve- 
ry. ignorant of what is matter of Prayer, and what not ; 
And even thoſe Miniſters whom he knows, and can beſt con: 
de 1n, are not always ſo very ſure of their hands, but that 
fome times they may miſtake their paſſion for their zeal, and 
reak their anger or faction in their Prayers, or in the heat and 
.hurry of ſpeaking what comes next, let drop an error before 
they are aware, or expreſs themſelves ſo doubtfully, or unad- 
viſed!y, that an honeſt and diſcerning mind may not be able to 
Joyn with him ; ſo thatinjoyning with an Extempore Prayer, it 
is very neceſlary, ( as hath been obſerved by an excellent Di- 
vine upon this Argument) that as we go along with the Mint- 
ſter, we ſhould judge of what he ſaith before our hearts conſent 
to it, and iF it ſhould ſo happen, that by reaſon of the novelty, 
_ or ambiguity, affetation, or indigeſtedneſs of his expreſſions, 
or any ſuch-rub in our way, we cannot readily judge, but are 
fain to heſitate, and deliberate upon this, or that Paſlage 
in the mean time he who prays is gon on, and now upon a 
new ſubject, and we are left behind, and at a loſs, and per- 
haps miſerably*confounded before our Devotion can cloſe in 
again ; and no ſooner, it may be, is it well fixt, but *ris led 
away again into the ſame inconveniency and .maze: all which 
may be eaſily prevented by the uſe of publick Forms ; of the - 
- matter and expreſſions of which, the People may eaſily fſatis- 
fie themſelves aforehand, agd when this is done, they will 
have nothing elſe to do, but to pray and keep their holy 
affections a going, they will have no new Judgment. to make 
of what is ſaid, no doubtful phraſe or matter to examin, 
and their judgment being ſatisfied before they begin to pray, 
with the words and matter of the Prayer, their devotion may 
g0 On with it, without pauſe or ſtop 1n an even and unin- 


. . 


terrupted: current, 
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4. Another adyantage; peculiar to, publick Forms, is, That they 
"have 'tmuch leſs in them to divert the affeftions of the.-people 
from the matter of Prayer. *For as for extempore Prayer; .it is. 
ery apt to diſturb the devotion of the .People, whether .it 
be well or ill perform*d, -if he who performs it heſitates, -or 
blunders, or expreſles himſelf in cryde, undecent, or fanta- 
ſtick phraſes, inſtead of attending to the matter, and; joyn- 
ing their affeftions with it, they will in all probability be 
'pitying, or contemning him, carping at what comes next., 
and 'running deſcants on his weakneſs and impertinence; if:he - 
perform well, and his method be- orderly and artificial, his 
matter good, and his expreſſions fluent and apt, and eaſie, | 
they will in all probability be admiring .his.parts, and: en- 
tertaining their curioſity with the elegancy of his phraſe, - the 
ſolidity ard ;promptneſs of his judgment,.”and the art - and 
finery of his compoſure ; either of which muſt very much 
divert and: call off their affeftions: fromthe. matter ; whereas 
while they are. joyning in publick Forms, to which they have 
zee accuſtomed, and in which, neither the ſtrength, nor weak» 
1eſs of the Miniſters ,parts. appears, they .have none of all 
"heſe ſnares to intangle their: devotion : .for being .uſed to the 
words, and phraſe, and method, they have. no temptation to 
concern * their minds any further about them) .than as. they 
cotivey the matter of the Prayer to them, and having none 
bf the 'above-named diverſions, ' to - carry -away -their minds 
from the matter, they may doubtleſs, if-they pleaſe, attend 
to'it with much more fervour -and affeCtion. 
5. Another peculiar advantage to the Peoples Deyotion 
in joyning with :publick Forms, is, That they are- more ſe- - 
curd as to the decency and-ſolemnity of their .publick Wor- 
ſhip ; -and I ſappoſe. there is nobody will queſtion, but that 
| Fiags core ſolemn. performance of publick Worſhip, is 
Nigtity. advantageous to the Devotion of the People. But:now 
whilſt' they, joyn in- extempore-. Prayers, the .decency and- ſo- * 
kinnity of the , performance, -doth altogether depend -upon 
the ability and preſent diſpoſedneſs of the-miniſter : So that 
if he lisppen to be a-man..of a:mean elocution, of -an. unrea- 
- ly *themory, or an unfruitful -inyention, -it- is impoſſible the 
Oflice ſliould 'be perform'd mich that decency and ſolemni- 
LY, 
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ty, that 'is neceſſary to affect the minds, and excite the de- 
yotions of the People; yea, inſtead of that, perhaps the 
wretched dulneſs, the blundering, confuſion, and imperti- 
nence of the performance, may turn their devotion into ſcorn 
and laughter; for of this I have ſeen too many ſad expe- 
riments : but ſuppoſe the Miniſter be a man of pregnant 
parts, and ready invention and elocution, yea and of great 
Piety and Devotion too, yet *tis poſlible if he may be fre- 
quently liable to great indiſpoſitions of body and mind, 
to dulineſs and inadvertency, to wandring, and deſtrattion 


-of thoughts, to deficiencies of invention, and failures of me- 
mory, and incumbrances of mind, with outward cares and 


accidents; and if he be, what remedy is- there, but that he 
muſt many times pray confuſedly, and omit a grear . deal of 
the matter of Prayer, and utter a great deal of it in broken 
or undecent expreſſions? and how can he avoid being ſome- 
times at a loſs, both for words and matter, and being forc?d 
to ſupply the preſent defects of his invention, with fulſome 
repetitions of what went before ? and how is it poſlible al- 
moſt but that a great deal of flat and empty nonſenſe, a 
great many crude and undigeſted conceptions, and raſh and 
unadyis?d expreſſions ſhould eſcape from his lips before he 
is aware ? and this, if he hath any grain of 'modeſty in him, 
muſt, upon the leaſt refle&tion, put him into a greater confu- 


| ſion} and fo amaze and bewilder him, that throughout th 


whole Prayer perhaps, he will hardly be able to recoyer hi 


ſelf to any conſiftency of thoughts : Now is” it not” bard 


caſe, that the decency and ſolemnity of the publick Prayers 
of a Congregation , ſhould depend upon the uncertain and 
variable temper and diſpoſition of one fingle perſon; ſo as 
that if he happen to be indiſpos'd or diforder'd in his bo- 
dy or mind, the Devotions, of 500 or 1000 perſons muſt par- 
take of his diſorders and diſtraftions; for how much ſoefer 
he is indiſpoſed, their Prayer can be no better than what. he 


is able to pour out extempore, and how flatly, unadvi- - % 
ſedly or confuſedly ſoever he prays, they muſt pray after 


him, or not pray at all; - which vaſt inconvenience i 


*. 
wholly curd and prevented, by a well compos'd Form 
of Prayer ; © for” how weak ſocver the Miniſters parts be, 


; Or 


os 
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or how much ſoever he may be at preſent indiſpoſed, if he 
can but read diſtinctly and ſeriouſly the Devotion of the People 
will not be at all affected or influenc'd by it ; for whatſoever his 
parts, or preſent temper be, they will be ſure to find an orderly 
and methodical Prayer to joyn with 5 a Prayer that is compre- 
henſive of all their common caſes and neceſſities ; that is ſober 

and good, mature and well adviſed as to the matter ; that 1s full 
and plain and decent as to the phraſe and expreſſion of it ; and 
ina word, that 1s every way ſuted to all the parts, and ends, 
and offices of publick Devotion ; And if they pleaſe, they may 
ſatisfy themſelves before-hand, that there is nothing in the 
Prayer they are to joyn with, but what becomes publick Wor- 


ſhip, which is the moſt ſerious and ſolemn thing in the 
World. 


6. Another peculiar advantage of publick Forms, is, That 
in joyning with them the People may be better ſecur*d of the re: 
ality and ſincerity of their own Devotion. For in joyning with 
extempore Prayers, there is no doubt but they may, and ma- 
ny times do miſtake the tickling of their fancies, for true and 
{incere Deyotion ; for their fancies being ſurpriz?d, and amu- 
ſed, meerly by the novelty of the expreſſions, will naturally 
influence their ſenſitive paſſions, and chafe them into ſuch 
warmths as an undiſcerning Judgment may eaſily miſtake for 
the holy fervours of Devotions ; they find themſelyes ſtrange- 
ly heated in the Prayer, and upon that immediatly conclude, 
that they are wonderfully devout, without ever enquiring, 
whether it be the matter, or the phraſe and expreſſion that 
heats them; and ſo from thoſe tranſports of paſſion, which 
are meerly the affets of new and ſurpriſing words ſtriking brisk- 
ly on their fancies) they many times take occaſion to flatter 
themſelyes into a great opinion of their Piety and Godli- 
neſs ; whereas many of theſe perſons are notoriouſly immo- 
ral 3n their lives, and ntterly diſaffected to the matter they 
pray for, with ſo much ſeeming earneſtneſs and affection 
which is a plain argument, that. their affeftion is not to the 
matter, but meerly to the words and expreſſions; and in all 
probability, the ſame ſurpriſingneſs of expreſſion, would have 
as Much effected them at a Play, as it, doth at a Prayer: 
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Thus for inſtance, when they hear God or Chriſt ſpoken. of. 
and Their goodneſs and perfeCttions preſented in a new. and 
ſurpriſing ſtrain of expreſſions, their fancy, many times, is 
ſtrangely ſmitten with- it; and this makes their Spirits flow 
with- a {weet and placid torrent to. their heart z and by their 
frisking about it, to ſooth and tickle it into great complas. 
cency and pleaſure; till at laſt it opens, and dilates its ori- 
fixes, and the grateful flood breaks in, and drowns 1t in de- 
light and raviſhment ;. and yet. all this, many times, inſtead 
. of being a real complacency of their Souls in God, 1s only. 
a complacency of their fancies in. the phraſe, by which he is 
deſcribed and repreſented; and had they heard the Hero of 
Play deſcrib'd in the ſame phrafe, they might probably have. 
been moved to the ſame affeftion to him, as they are now 
to God and their Saviour; for the ſame kind of influence, 
that new and ſurpriſing expreflions haye upon mens fancies 
in Prayer, they will have, when applied to other matters ;. 
And if we believe Platarch, it was an ordinary thing with 
$he Greek, Sophiſts, by their honied- words, furprifing phraſes, 
ſinging tones, and effeminate accents, to excite their Audi- 
tors into a kind of Bacchical Enthuſiaſm ; and no doubt but 
thoſe hearers, of whom he there ſpeaks, wlio were wont to. 
applaud their Orators, 2t the end of their Declamations, 
with a Vilas, JropoenTras, Sraporiacy aFﬀgegsltos, divinely, heaven- 
Iy, unimitably ſpoken ; found themſelves as much moved, as: 
many a Man doth, at, an extempore Prayer; who yet verily 
believes, that it is. not meerly a movement of his fancy, but 
of his ſincereand:true devotion. This theretore 1s a great diſ--- 
advantage of extempore Prayer in publick, that meerly by 
amuſing the fancies of the people, with the ſurpriſing novel- 
ty of its expreſſions, it puts them into fits of counterfeir des: 
votion, and makes them many times imagin, that they are - - WU 
heartily affeted with the matter of the Prayers, . when tis. ay 
meerly the phraſe of it, that by ſtriking on their fancies,. _ 
moves their {ſenſitive affection. But whether this movement 
of affeftion be farcy, or devotion, a'Man may mvch more 
eaſily diſtinguiſh, when he joyns with a Form, than when he - 
joyns with an extempore Prayer 3 for he being acquainted a- 
forehand with. the phraſes and expreſſions of the -Form, 1t 1s-. 
| not. 
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not. to. be ſuppoſed, that they ſhopld mnch, ſurpriſe and a- 
muſe his fancy, and: therefore, if, notwithſtanding, that, he 
finds, himſelf heartily. affeted: in, the Prayer, be. may. much. 
moxe ſecurely, conclude, that it is the matter, and not meer- 
Iy- the words. that moves and affets him. And thus, with 
all. plainneſs and. ſincerity, I have indeavonred to repreſent 
thoſe peculiar advantages, which Forms of Prayer haye above 
extempore- ones), as to. the quickening and improving the De- 

 votions of the People : I might have given other Inſtances 
of it, byt; theſe, I think, are ſufficient to. determin the caſe 
in. debate, and to convince any unprejudic'd Man, that pious 
and well compoſed Forms, are ſo. far from deadening the 
publick Devotions, that they contribute fundry great advan-. 
tages to it- And indeed, if publick Forms do deaden the 
Peoples Devotion, It mult be either as they always confine 
the Devotions of the People, to the ſame ſet of words, which, 

as I have proved at large, is a great advantage to their De- 

' yotion; or, as they do, pro tempore, confine them to a cer- 
tain ſet of words; in which ſenſe, the Miniſters extempore 
Prayer is a Form to the People, and doth as much confine 
their Devotions to a certain ſet of words, pro tempore, as 
any ſtated Form whatſoever. 

. And now, if after all-this, it be objetedby our Brethrens - 
that they find by Experience, which 1s the beſt Argument, .- 
that Forms do actually deaden their Devotion, I would be- 
ſeech them ſeriouſly to conſider, whether this experieice of 
theirs, be not founded in an unreaſonable prejudice ; and if 
i be, whether it's fit that their ynreaſdnable prejudice ſhould 
preſcribe to the whole Church ? It's certain, that there are 
other men, as truly pious and devout, as they, who find by 
experience, that joyning with the pyblick Forms, is a great 
advantage to their Devotion ; fo that here is experience a-- 
gainſt experience 3 and certainly, where there ..are two con- 
trary experiences: of the ſame thing, they cannot both pro-+ 
ceed from the nature of the thing ; but one, or t'other muſt I 
neceſſarily ariſe from the diſpoſition and temper: of thoſe who ' | 
are-converſant about it : Now I have ſhew'd, .that Forms of - a 
Prayer are, in themſelves, real advantages to publick Devo-- - | 
tion, and that they are ſo, there are many*thouſands of good * 

Chriſtians 
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Chriſtians, can atteſt by their own experience ; and there- 
fore, if our Brethren do not experience the ſame, the fault 
muſt lie in their own prejudice, or temper, and there is 
no doubt to. be made, but would they heartily indea-- 
vour to cure their own prejudice, and to diſpoſſeſs their minds 
of thoſe groundleſs Piques, they have entertain'd againſt our 
Liturgy ; would they but peruſe it with impartial eyes ; con- 
{ider the contents, and labour to affe&t their Minds with the 
ſence and matter of it; they would quickly find the ſame 
experience of its advantageouſneſs to publick devotion, as 
thoſe bleſſed Martyrs did, who compos'd it, us'd, and at 
laſt died for it, and valued every Leaf of it, as an ineſtima- 
ble treaſure ; and as we ſhould conſent in our experience, ſo 


we ſhould alſo in our communion ; and with one heart, and 
one mouth, glorifie our Father together. 


